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Near the City of Br1sTOL: 


In which there is a DEsCRIPT10N, not only 
of the ſaid Rocks, and of the Woops, 
and a peculiar FLOWER that grows 
upon and amongſt them, but alſo 


Of the Hor-Werrs, ſo |] 


famed through all the 
known World. 


Lewie of the River 
that runs between the 


ſaid Rocks, and of Birds 
and other Animals that 
inhabit and feed — 


on. 


Veſſels that are almoſt 


continyally paſſing and 


repaſling to and from 
the City of Briſtol, — 


With ſome Obſerva- | 


* 


— — 


but alſo e 
the Divine. Ble 


tions that have been 
made at different Times 
on board ſome Ships, 


whilſt they have been 


waiting for a Wind 1 in 


KINGSROAD. 


| The whole not only en- 
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CONTEMPLATIONS 


AMONGST , 


VINCENT"s ROCKS; 


e 
| My dear Brother, OMEN 
<BERACRED Writ e us, thet | 


El meditate, a Time every Way ſuit- 


© which, 


and 2 of he Day being at an End; 

ilſt exiſting, often breaks in 
upon, and diſturbs the moſt intenſe 
Thought; at leaſt with me I find that 


Jſaac went out at Evening-tide to 


able to the Employment. The Hum 


it often does, and therefore unfits me, I 


at that Time, for the pleaſing, profitable 
Work. Sal now hath withdrawn his. 
DOES of „ 
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illuminating Beams from this Part of our 
Globe, and the dark Curtains of the 


; Evening are dropt. Hurry, at leaſt in 


my Habitation, is at an End; all is 
huſht and quiet, and I am ſet down to 


write a few Lines unto you. 


IT have been thinking rather RY 


ſively of my Situation in Life, and upon 


a Variety of Things conſequent thereof. 
The Situation of my Houle *, I believe, 


is the moſt romantic that yon ever ſaw; 
Eloſe to the Back of which is a Spring 


of Water of a medicinal Quality, com- 


monly called, The New Het- Wells. This 
Water, when firſt pumped, is near as 
warm as the Milk juſt taken from the 
Cow. And it is of "hs ſame degree of 


Heat Winter and Summer, though its 
Warmth is moſt Pererptible in Ar 


: for mer. 


But it is not my Deſign to write a 
Treatiſe upon. the Nature and Qualities 
of this Water, That is already done by 


Perſons more converſant -in medicinal 5 


Properties than ever I ſhall be: Never- 


theleſs, a few Caſes wherein! have known 

it to be uſeful, I wall, by this Method, 

| tranſmit unto you! | The Belt Fallen 
PS wie 91 Was, 


„ Where the Aubor then wel. 
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was, a young Woman, who, to all Ap- 
pearance, was haſting to- the Grave as 
faſt as a Conſumption could carry her, 
had a Lodging at the Houſe: She drank 
the Water regularly, and in leſs than a 


Fortnight, found Relief beyond Deſcrip-- 


tion : Within a Month her Colour, which 
had long forſook her Cheeks, returned, 
and her waſted Body began to fill; and 
ſhe ſoon became a Stranger to the former 
Complaints of Weakneſs, Sc. and in a 
ſhort Time was perfectly recovered. 
Ihe ſecond was in a Gentlemen wo 
lodged in the Houfe, that had a Diabetes 
very bad; and in leſs than Six Weeks, when 


he went away, declared that he was as 


free from it as any Man in the World. 
_ The third, whom I knew to find great 
Advantage, was a Gentleman that had 
made the Voyage round the World, with © 
the then Commodore Anſon. He had 
contracted a violent Spitting of Blood: 
This Gentleman frequently lodged at a 
Tavern ſome Diſtance from the Place; 
1 ſuppoſe, for the ſake of ſuch Company 
as reſorted there: And he often told me, 


that When he lodged three Nights ſue- 


ceſſively at the Well Houſe, and abſtain- 
ed from drinking to Excels, by a regular 
FF 


[ FT}: 
Uſe of the Water,. he found himſelf to 
be much better. _ 

But the laſt Inſtance J ſhall mention, 
was of the Rev. John Weſley, A. M. late 
Fellow cf Lincoln College, Oxford, Who 
I kewiſe lodged in the Houſe. When he 
firſt came, his once active Body, ſeemed | 
as if it had nearly, very nearly, worn out 
his Countenance; he looked as if a greedy 
Conſumption had determined ſoon to 
devour him: The pale Meſſenger's Har- 
bingers appeared to have more than laid 
Hands upon him, to put a Period to 
his Days: But in leſs than three Weeks 
Gop ſo bleſſed the Water to him, which 
he regularly drank, that he was enabled 
to ſet out on. his Corniſh Circuit; which, 
if I miſtake not, extends almoſt to the 
Land's End, preaching every Day. © 

c There are large Quantities of this 
Water bottled, and ſent to different Parts 
of the World. Being one Day in the 
Well, and obſerving how the limpid 
Streams came through the Bowels of the 
Earth, the yg.” Words W may 
Mind: Wes 4 


| Belfamic Streams flow from its . N 
From hence ſeat different Ways, 
To heal the Sick, to cafe their Pains, | 
And lengthen out their Days. 


— 


1 

Should you inquire, what I have learn- 
ed from all this? I anſwer as follows, 
Firſt, the diſmal Nature of Sin; as the 
ſad Effects of it ſo evidently appear in 
the Perſons that attend to be healed : 
Certainly there never had been any Diſ- 
caſe of any ſort whatever, if there had 
been no Sin; for, as Death entered into 


the Warld by Sin, ſo did all its Attend. 


ants, The lingering or more haſty Con- 
ſumption ; - the racking Stone; the ex- 
cruciating Gravel; the weakening and 

troubleſome Diabetes; the diſagreeable 


and deſtructive Spitting of Blood; and 


every other Diſorder, whether of Body 
or Mind, had their Birth in the firſt Sin 
that Man committed : And are neither 
more nor leſs, than ſome of the ſad Fruits 
of a ſinful Nature. I know it is become 
almoſt faſhionable now to deny the Doc- 
trine of Original Guilt, though all Men, 
More or — feel the direful Effects of 
it every Day they live: But it is never- 
theleſs true, becauſe the Belief of it, in 
this Age of Error and. Obſcurity, + 
 ſearcely to be found. The enlightened - 


Mind is taught the Sinfulneſs of human 


Nature, from a Variety of Things; ſuch 
as the Pride of one, the Covetouſneſs of 
1 Co another, 


t 8 ] 
another, the Uncleanneſs of a third; 
and by all the Wickedneſs he ſees or 

\ Hears in the World, and from what he 
feels in his own Soul ; the various Evils 
thar daily ariſe there, and which none 
but Gop and himſelf is acquainted with, 

. becauſe reſtramed in a great Meaſure by 
Grace, and by that Means hid from mor- 
tal Eyes, convinceth him that Man is a 
fallen Creature; and, if left unto him- 
ſelf, would run into all manner of Wick- 
edneſs with Pleaſure and Delight. His 
Heart being prone to Evil as the Sparks 
do upward fly, ſatisfieth him of the Va 
lidity of thoſe Scriptures which coneur 
in the Deſcription! of the Decerrfulneſs and - 
+2 deſperate: Wickeaneſs of the human ee 

dee Fer. xvii. 9. 

One Day, viewing the Rock from 
whence the Water flows, and obſerving 
the many Rivulets that gently proceed 
from it, the following Reflections drew 
my Attention: Firſt, how firm it ſtood; 
ſo impregnable, that no Power but that | 
of the almighty Gop, could poſſibly re- 


move it. And there is no leſs reaſon to 


believe, that there will be a Continuance 
of thoſe ſalutary flowing Streams till 
| Time ſhall be no more, when a general 
| Conflagration 


* 
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| Conflagration ſhall deprive eyery Mor- 
tal of an earthly Exiſtence; and the tre- 
mendous JeEnovan apply them to thoſe 
Utes which He in his great Wiſdom ſhall _ 
think meet. But whilſt they continue 
in their preſent State, ſome profitable { 
Inferences may be drawn from them. 
The Rock, though faintly, yet in ſome © 
meaſure repreſents te Rock of Ages, which 
never can be removed through all the 


waſting Days of Time: And the un- 


numbered little Streams, of different Mag- 
nitude, to the Multitude of Bleſſings that 
have and yet do flow from Him to the 
buman Race, ever fince, nay before they 
had a Being, but in Purpoſe; for doubt= - 4 


leſs, whatever good Thing Man is made 
Partaker of, does not devolve to him as 


the Effects of Time and Chance, but 
from the Goodneſs and Love of Gon, 15 
who is the Giver f every good and perfeet 
89 James 1: 17. ” 
It is probable that this Fountain lay 5 
long latent before its Streams iſſued fort 
and when they did ſpring out, it is more 


than probable that none of thoſe who 
firlt beheld them felt their healing Vir- _ 


tue; that: being reſerved for ſome 1 
after N 80 the Love of Gop to us 
Be St . por 


[ 1 ] 
poor Worms, lay in Himſelf as a Foun- 
| tain from Eternity ; and when firſt dif- 
covered, the earlieſt Beholders of it ſhared 
not in the ſame *, it being reſerved for 
Creatures then not made . 

Theſe Rocks are extremely hard, ſo 
that their very Subſtance ſeems like bolt⸗ 
ed Gates if poſſible to prevent the flow- 
ing of thoſe reſtoring Streams; never- 
theleſs, their kind Bowels afford them a 
chearful Paſſage. 1 


* Angels, doubtleſs, were the firſt Diſcoverers 
of Gop's Love to Man, in their feeing the Media- 
tor ſet up in Heaven before Time: Read Proverbs, 
Chapter viii. and Hebrews i. But Gop's Love 
through. Him was not made for any of their Race. 


| 4 Whoever will be at the Trouble, if it may 
be ſo called, to read the Account of Salvation by ,' 
Chriſt, as it ſtands in the Bible, will find that God 
15 Love; and that from Love eternal flowed, and yet 
| flows, every Blefling to his Church and People, 
both before the Foundation of the World, and 
through every revolving Age of the ſame. Hence 
we read not only that Go is love; but that Gop, 
choſe his People in the Son of his Love before the 
Foundation of the World. And that bis ſending 
Ii; Son into the World, (Eph. i. 4.) to ſave ſuch 
as ſhould believe in Him, was only the Effect of 


his Love. Strongly therefore does St Paul argue 


for the Comfort of diſtreſſed Chiiſtians, Rom. viii. 
32. He that ſpared not his own Son, but gave him up 

For us all, how will he not with him alſo freely grve © 

40 all Things ? F e 
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A ſtriking Emblem of Juſtice and 
Mercy; the former ſeems diametrically 
oppoſite to the latter, and as if reſolved 


to yield no Paſlage for it; and yet it 
does with Pleaſure and Delight; for 
Mercy and Truth are met together, Rigbt- 
eouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, Plal. 
. . 


Ibe Clearneſs and Unmixedneſs of 


the Water, have led me to think of the 
Purity of the Love of Gop, and how 
far different it is from that Love which 


is in Mortals found; for they often love 


from ſelfiſn Principles, either on account 
of Favours received or expected, or on 
account of ſome good Quality they ap- 
prehend to be in the Gbject of their 
Love; but it is not ſo with Gon: It is 
impoſſible that He could receive any Fa- 
vour from Man to procure his Love, 
ſeeing that he loved Man before Mann 
had a Being. Neither was his Love to 
Man with a View to attract any Love 
from him again, in order to reap any 
Thing therefrom, to make himſelf more 
"great, wiſe or happy: For to Compleat- 
neſs, and ſuch is God, Addition cannot 
be. And aſter the deepelt and moſt ſcru- 
.tinizing Searches are made, to know why 
er re 
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| richeſt Cluſters of ae Mercy! 0 
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ä Gon ſhould love his Creature Man, it 
muſt be ſolved into this, and this alone, 
becauſe he would love. 


How: vain then is the Imagination of 


many, who ſuppoſe that the Miſery of 
Man moved him to Pity? If Miſery is 


to Him a ſufficient a. to Pity, 
then ſurely Gop would have pitied the 


fallen Angels, for they are miſerable be- 


yond the Deſcription of Mortals Pen, 


or happy Angels Tongue: And in that 


State of Wretchedneſs are to remain for 


ever. Mercy was never deſigned for 


them: That darling Attribute of -Gop 


ſmiles on the human Species only; and 


towards them it was in his Heart from 


all Eternity, though not manifeſted unto 


them for whom it was, until their Need 


required it. And at which Manifeſta- 


tion of the ſame, who can conceive the 


Joy that warmed and ſwelled each guilty 


Breaſt. Egen, whilſt under Guilt they 


were, ſpoiled of its Charms, became a 


deſert Waſte; but now it more than 


teems with Joys before never felt. For 
all its Sweets before Diſobedience, tho 
many, were but the Sweets of Creation; 


but now eit buds, it blooms, it bears the 


the 


appears! 


= 


= FO 
the happy Moments now enjoyed, tho! 
but few, before driven out to till the 
Ground from whence he firſt was taken, 
Trace we a little the Steps purſued in 
making this Diſcovery. Doubilels but the 
Hearts of the ſelf-ruined Pair trembled 


when they heard the Voice of the Lord. 


Gopin the Cool of the Day, as in the Gar- 
den he took his ſtately Walks: Self- con- 
victed, ſelf. condemned; they fly to the 
Trees to find a Hiding-place from his Pre- 
ſence, whoſe Word did plant them all. O 
the poor Shifts of guilty ſouls when Gop 


5 


Speak, ye Trees of Eden's Garden, 


thick and ſhady as ye were, to break 
Sol's ſcorching Beams and ſheath his 


piercing Rays; could you draw a thick- 
ening Veil, and blind Omniſcience? Could 


you hide or ſcreen from Him, before 
whom Death and Hell is of their Cover- _ 
ing ſtript, and ever naked ſtand. Me- 


thinks I hear the late happy, but now 
wretched Pair, reflecting on each other; 
the Man his Wife, with heavy Blame he 
loads, for liſtening to the Serpent's Voice; 


the Woman, with no. leſs Weight, n 
him reflecting for leaving her alone 
Temptation for to meet: Each itſeif 
SURE... excuſingn; 


14 1]: 

excuſing; till conſtrained to come forth, 
Account to give to Him that made them; 
and from whom Deſtruction now to 
them ſeemed ſure. Adam, where art thou? 
ſaid Gop. I heard thy Voice, and being 
xaked, was afraid, and bid myſelf; the Cri- 
minal rephed. Thus one Sin committed, 
in its Train hath many: Diſobedience 
firſt, and then Lies, if poſſible to hide it 
even-from the Face of Him to whbm all 
Thoughts are known, even long before 
conceived. Excuſes then he makes; his 
Wife his Footſteps follows. Bowed down 
with Guilt and Shame, in Horror wrapt, 
with fearful Expectation of Lightening's 


Flaſh, or Thunder's louder Voice, to 


finiſh their Exiſtence, Gop ſpeaks a 
chearing Word, promiſeth a Deliverer : 
The Woman's Seed ſhall brutſe the Serpent's 
Head. At which, as before obſerved, 
their. Breaſts were filled with Joy, and 
Eden with redeeming Fruit was hung. 
The Waters we have under Conſidera- 
tion have ere now been inſtrumental in 
bringing to my Mind that Fountain 
which was opened, and yet ſtands open, 
for Sin and Uncleanneſs. And how far 
it excels every other Fountain, Words 
are inſufficient to expreſs! Other Foun- 
| EEE 


RE +. =, 
tains, as well as this I am treating of, 
may and often do great Things in re- 


pairing decayed Conftitutions ; but that 
precious Fountain heals every Wound 
that Sin has made in thoſe who are ena- 


bled to waſh therein, be 1t ever fo deep: 
Nay, not only heals, but eradicates every 


gui ty Spot; though deep as Scarlet-dye, 


or red as Crimſon-bue. How ſtupid then 


are thoſe who obey not the Voice of Gop, 
nor reaſon with Him, to be made white 


as Snow, or like the milky Wool? Iſa, i. 18. 


I hardly find a Perſon labouring under 
an, bodily Diſorder, but who endeavours 
to ſurmount it. But out of a World of 


Sinners, it endentiy appears, it is but 
few that concern themſelves about their 


ſpiritual Diſeaſes ; and of them that do, 
| how plain is it that there are but few. 

who think as they ought, by their ſeeking 
a Cure diametrically oj 89 5 to Gop's ap- 


pointed Way. — His Way is to be healed 


by Grace 0 the Redemption that is in 
Jesus. But they, though deepeſt Fools, 


more wiſe than Gop, by Yorks alone, 


or joined to Cuxisr, Salvation will pur- 
ſue; and therefore 1 in the End moſt ſureh 
mils of it. Many of Heaven ſaſe will 
dream; for it is but a Dream; till they 
. from 
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from FIG Gates are ſent t, and find them 


ever ſhut their Entrance '© prevent. For 
it is written, that many Kal ' ſeek to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, b:t ſhall not be 
able. Hard ſaying, perhaps ſome may 


think! but hard as it appears to be, we 


find it will proceed from the Mouth of 


Him, within whoſe Lips are 44 Law of 
Kindneſs. 


One Day viewing once more the Va- 


riety of Streams that iſſued from the 


ſame Rock, it induced me to think afreſh 
of the innumerable Rivulets of Good- 


neſs that flowed, and are yet flowing 
from Gop, towards the Workmanthip 
of his Hands; in attempting which, 


ſoon found myſelf loſt beyond Deſcrip- 
tion: For Carely their Number is ſo great, 
inaſmuch as in bim all Things live, and 
meve, and have their. Being that none but 
Gov himſelf can number them. As to 
my own Part, I feel every Moment 1 


live to be a freſh Inſtance of Mercy flow- . . 
ing to me through my Lord and Saviour 


Jesus CHRIST ; therefore let others, ſport 
themſelves as long as they pleaſe in their 


Carqs and Dice, in their Hawking and 


Hunting, their Balls and Aſſemblies, with 


the Harpers of Hell in their Gardens of 


Pleaſure, . 


* . : 
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Feile, W l ot delight myſelf in the 


Lord Ixsus, who every Day confers freſh 
Favours upon me. And, Ol what Re- 
paſt have 1 from Him frequently whilſt 
am permitted to fit beneath his Shas 
dow, and he calls me. his Friend; yea, 
ſtiles me his Beloved, and bids me eat 

and drink abundantly of ſuch Bread and 


Water as the World knows nothing of, 


even that Bread which came down from 
Heaven, which is Angels Food; and the 


Water which iſſues forth from that River 


that gladdens the Inhabitants of the 93 7 
Per Wor Id! of : C LEDEELW (2564 

When 1. look zupon the Perſons that 
attend theſe Places, by their App 


Fortune, their yearly: Incomes perhaps 
very large; through which their Table 


knows no Barrenneſs, every Day yieldin 


great Plenty, and vaſt Variety of eve 


needful and entertaining ſort of Food. 5 
Hard Labour, which many of their Fel- 


low- Mortals are exerciſed with, they are 


Strangers to; with a thouſand LE Difficul- 
ties: and lnconyeniencies that attend nar- 


row Circumſtances: Nevertheleſs, I ſee 
that they are not more happy than Peo- 


| 7 of tl loweſt PO" this Prey by 8 
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ppearance in 
Life I judge moſt of them to be Perſons of 


| their - conſtant. Uneaſineſs and Diſſatis- 
| faction, with their hurrying from Place 
to Place to kill their precious Time. S0 
that to a Demonſtration it is viſible, that 
a Man's Happineſs does not conſiſt in 
the Abundance that he hath. Poor Men, 
many of them imagine that rich Perſons 
muſt neceſſarily be happy; but it is a 
miſtaken Notion, for Experience teſti- 
fies that all created Things are inſuffi- 
cient to make Mankind ſo: And that the 
Soul of Man is of a more noble Nature 
deaLan to be ſatisfied with periſning Things. 
[ It is only that which is of its own Dura 
Bon; and not all that is ſo; canido'it; 
IK 
will fo do, which is Gon alone; and for 
which Reaſon it is that High and Low, 
and Female, are all unhappy till their 
Soul is brought Home to Gop; which 
is no other Way done than by his Spirit 
enabling them to believe in the Lord 
Jesus CurrsT, as having born their 
dins, and carried their Sorrows in his 
own Body upon the Tree; and as being 
gone to Heaven as their Forerunner, and 
{et down at the right Hand of God to 
make Interceſſion for . 
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le 


theleſs, I am not 
have eternal Treaſure laid up in Heaven 
for me through Jxsus CHRIST my Logp, 


moch leſs injure or 3 me of. Dan! 
It cannot be denied, but that eee | 
pl "ho: attend this Water in the Seaſon, 


do 
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y, that Soul which is diſembod yed before 
Ki brought home to, and le happy 
in the Lord her Maker, muſt remain 
deſtitute of Happineſs to all Eternity; 
for as the Tree falls, ſo it will remain for 


ever; and as Death leaves the Man, 


Judgment will ſurely find him. 

As to mylelf, 1 have no temporal 
Riches, rr bo do I deſire them; never- 
poor: I bleſs Gop, I 


as hath every real Chriſtian ; even ſuch 
Treaſure as Moth cannot corrupt, and in 


that Place where no Thief can break thro 


0 fleal that Inheritance of mine: No art- 
ful Lawyer 


a powerful Advocate with Gop to 
my Cauſe, even He who 1 1s the Mediator £ 
of the New Covenant. 

Great Eſtates and nie Sits of Money 
ſometimes the right Owners are deprived 


of by cunning artful Men; but that Trea- <0 


ſure: of mine in a e even hs Father 
Þ ouch, 


(though the Ruin of man 
here) . in any Meaſure injure. I have 


1 0 J 


do it from different Motives: Some ſor 
the Sake of the Company and Diverſions 
1 that then is; and in this Way to ſlaught- 
hi er Time, even waſting thoſe golden Mo- 
| ment that God has given to Man. 
| Others attend it out of Cuſtom, as con- 
1 ſtantly as the Seaſon returns, purpoſing 
il thereby to prevent Diſeaſes and keep off 
Death. And a few there are, that come 
from the feeling Neceſſity that they have 
of the Water. _ 
Each of theſe Attendants reſemble eme 
; Part or other of Mankind in their Attend- 
ance in the Courts of Gop's Houſe : Many 
there are, who go to the Sanctuary only 
to meet with Company, it being a Place 
of public Reſort : To theſe, the Service 
of the Place is tedious ;* and the more 
ſo, as it is the more Spiritual. They 
have no Eyes to behold its Comelineſs, 
though Gop ſhould be worſhipped in 
the Beauty of Holineſs: No Ears to hear 
its ſoft and delighting Melody, though 
but little inſerior to the Muſic of Se- 
raphs: No Palate to taſte its Sweetnels, 
though it is the Bread of Angels: No 
Hand to feel its Power, though it hath 
Auickened Thouſands of dead Souls: 
Nor no Smell to take in its Sweets, tho 
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its. Odour not only 1 the Spirits of. 
the Saints below, but even of the Juſt 


made perfect; yea, it is a ſweet Smell 


in the N oſtrils of Go bimſelf! . 1 
By ſome: Gop's Houle is frequented, 
becauſe Time lies heavy upon them, and 


they know not how to fill it up; or 


perhaps the Lord's Day proves wet, and 


therefore unfit to walk abroad, or it may 


be their Fortune or Trade will not ſup- 
port their revelling every Sabbath-day, as 
is their: Practice on ſome of them. Nay 
ſometimes, ſo mean a Thing as a new 
Suit of Clothes will draw them to the 
Temple to make a Shew thereof, and fre- 
quently, in the Country, a Bargain to 
make with a neighbouring Farmer, wilt 
attract and draw to the Place of public 
Worſhip. Thus blindly do many in a 
dull 3 go on, and that for many 
Years; killing, ſlaughtering, what ſhall 


1 ay? deſtroying Time, one Moment of 


which, when loſt, cannot be brou ght 
back; no not at the Price of all the Gold. 
and Gems the Earth or Sea affords. 

Others there are whole Motives ſeem. 
more refined, yet no more . benevolent 


than Wat e mentioned, as they 


tried by | 
N 


are 9 m mare: Geiptanal When 


* 
that unerring Touchſtone. Theſe are 
generally very formal in all that they 
do. Sabbath-Days, Prayer-Days, and 
Lectures, they will not miſs either: If 
poſſible, at the Loxp's Table theſe will 
have a Place; hoping thereby to prevent 
eternal Death, and procure from Gop a 
Pardon of their Sins at the Judgment- 
Day, and be at once taken into Heaven, 
Dreadful Deluſion ! miſerable Miſtake 


is this. Such dream of Happineſs till 
they awake in Miſery. By theſe, the 


only Way to Glory is neglected, if not 
deſpiſed : To be ſaved freely, is to them 


to have Heaven upon Terms too cheap. 


A Righteouſneſs without working for 


it, and a Heaven of Glory by an Act of 
free Grace, they will know nothing of. 


The bleſſed, glorious, peaceful Treaſure, 
is too cheap; therefore they will bring, 
as they ſuppoſe, a Price in their Hands: 


And in ſo doing, they both neglect and 


deſpiſe the only Method of Salvation; 

and therefore Go p will ſend ſuch away 

with a Depart, ye Workers of Iniquity. 
Some few there are, (bleſſed be Gop for 


it, and O that their Number may increaſe | 


daily!) who feel that they are diſeaſed 
in their inmoſt Souls, and therefore have 
N 


En 
no Reſt in their Fleſh by Reaſon of their 
Sin. Theſe attend Places of public Wor- 
ſhip, hoping Gop, the Fountain of all 
Bleſſings, will ſend the healing Stream 


of Mercy to them. And O how gracious 


is the Loxp to ſuch! for every one of 
them have what they attend for, either 


ſooner or later, when the wiſe Diſpoſer 


of ail Things ſees it the beſt and moſt 
proper Time for them. At which the 
diſtreſſing Fear of being baniſhed from 
his Preſence for ever, vaniſhes away, and 
they triumph in the Merits of a Redeem- 


er's Blood; and know that the Wound 
that Sin had made in their Frame, is 


healed : Becauſe Go p giveth unto ſuch 
his Spirit, which witneſſeth with their 
Spirit they are his Children, O when 
will that Time come, when Multitudes 
will be made to feel their ſpiritual Diſ- 
eaſes, (for I read that a Nation hall be 


born in a Day) and be truly ſick of Sin, 
even ſo lick of it as to lothe it from the 


very Heart? Theſe only, and not the 
Whole, will accept of the ſpiritual Phyſi- 
cian; for thoſe who feel not their Wound, 


think but little of the Balm of Gilead, if 


they think of it at all. And whenever 
CHRIST is ſpoken of in their hearing, 
as 


[ 24 ] 


25s the Friend of Sinners, and the Saviour 


of the Loſt, if they believe the Record at 


all, it is as ſuitable to weber, and not to 


themſelves. 
Methinks, I now hear his Word ſound- 


mg in my Ears, which ſays, I am not come 


to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repent- 
ance. With what Speed does he purſue 
the poor ſenſible Sinner, till he is over- 
taken by him? and, being defirous to 
make him inſtantly happy, does not tarry 


the Sinner's lingering Steps back, for that 


would be much too tedious, but lays 


him upon his own Shoulder, and brings 
him Home; on account of which, how 


great the Joy 1 in Heaven by the Angels 
of Gop! The whole Hierarchy thereof 


ſtrike up their Harps at Jzsvs' Com- 
mand, Rejoice with me for I have found 


one that was loſt; yea, each in Heaven 


ſings, He was dead but is now alive; be 
was beſt, but is now Fund 


My Paper being nigh filled, I ſhall diſ- 


mils the Subject, and cloſe my Letter ; 
my reſuming of it again will be accord- 


ing to the Acceptation theſe Lines find 
with you : So, my dear Brother, farewel! | 
May the Gop of Heaven always let me 


and Jon know that his everlaſting Arms 
are 


| Affiſtance of my 


E 


5 are beneath us, to bear us up through all 


our Trials, fate to his Heavenly King- 
dom and Glory. Adicu. 


+$4055500005099+$$444 4 


LETTER: 


25 dear B- other, 


E M Y receiving a few Lines from you 


gave me much Satisfaction, and I 
hope That | thall always, through the 
Gop, endeavour to 
you there ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended ; for ſure no Work fo plea- 


practiſe what 


| fant, when aſſiſted by Divine Grace, as 


that you mention, To be doing and 


| ſpeaking for Gob, a noble Employment! 


O the Honour of being an Ambaſſador 
tor Heaven! Gop grant that I may with 
Faithfulneſs diſcharge ſo important a 
Truſt. And as you expreſs ſome Satis- 
faction in my Account and Obſervations 
on the Place where 1 dwell, and the 
Things that occur there; and likewiſe 
deſire me to go on: I once more take my 


en in Hand to reſume the Subject. 


B I may 


[ 26 ] 
1 may ſay, that Heaven ſeems to have 
fituated me at preſent in a Place calcu- 


Jated for Meditation, and given me that 
Tarn of Mind which ſome have for fo 


profitable a Work; ſo that inſtead of 


writing a long Letter or two, I might 


pen a Volume of no ſmall Size for your 


Amulement, and, I hope, Improvement. 
My Dwelling. Houſe is ſituated both 


beneath and upon a Rock, near to a 


River-fide, (even ſuch a River as 700 
mentions, when he ſays, ſpeaking of Gop, 
He cutteth bis Rivers among ft the Rocks). 


where every Veſſel paſſeth that goes to 


and from the City of Briſal: The 
Thoughts of which have, many Times, 


been very entertaining; and 1 hope, in 
ſome Meaſure, profitable: For ſometimes 


when ! have aſcended the Cliffs in ſcorch- 
ing Summer Days, and Sol, with his 


piercing Beams, had well- nigh robbed 


me of my Breath, and rendered my 


Houle of Clay weak and faint, fo that I 


have made Part of the Cliff my Seat, in 


order to recover my almoſt- deſerted Life; 


various have been my Thoughts upon 


what my Eyes have then ſeen, and my 


Ears heard. It appeared to me, that 


within my View and Hearing was 


enough, 
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enough, yea, more than enough, to con- 


vince the ſtouteſt Atheiſt of the Being of 


a Gop. Sure theſe towering Rocks are 
not the Effects of Time and Chance, but 
the Workmanſhip of an Omnipotent 


Hand, who alſo laid the Foundations of 


the Earth! That hilly Landikip, ſo beau- 
tifully enamelled with a Variety of Greens 
on the diſtant Side of the River, never 
gave itſelf a Being; neither were the 
teathered Inhabitants of it the Authors of 
their own Exiſtence. No, they each and 
all of them declare that they were formed, 
and that He that formed them is Al- 
mighty. 

Whili I was thus muſing, myThoughts 
flowed apace on the Beauty of the diſtant 
Grove; where every Tree, Buth, and 
Shrub, appeared in its beautiful Livery, 7 
whilſt the Sun ſmiled thereon with its 
cheering Beams, every one of them ſeem- 
ed to laugh and ling; but on a ſudden, 


| as faſt as the Clouds could well travel, 
one of them ſtepped between, and veiled 


the life-giving Orb from the rejoicing 
Wood; and Sorrow ſeemed to fit upon 
its Ra, Alas! thought I, how much 


is this like the State of a Chriſtian ; for 
whilſt e the bleſſed Sun of Righte- 
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ouſnels, ſmiles upon him, he rejoiceth, 
and is glad, like the diſtant Hill, whilſt 
the natural Sun vouchſafes its unveiled 
Face unto it. And, as the Beauty of the 
Trees are diſplayed by the vivid Rays of 
that Heavenly Body, fo the Virtues of a 
gracious Soul are diſcovered brighteſt 
when Jesvs vouchſafes to ſmile upon 
bim: Then indeed CHRISH is precious to 
him; then all the World 1s as Dung in 
Compariſon to the lovely Saviour ; then 
the Language of his Heart is, Whom have 
Tin Heaven but Thee? and there is none upon 
Earth 1 dl fire in Comporijen of Thee. Then 
the Crowns of Kings, and Palaces of 
Princes, are but empty Toys, fit only to 
divert poor Mortals with, who are with- 
out a CHRIST. Not that I imagine all 
Kings and Princes are unacquainted with _ 
the Meſſiah ; no, far be ſuch a T hought 
from me; but this I am ſure ot, that a 
Soul, tr aly gracious, preters even the Re- 
proach oi CaurIsT, far beyond the Trea- 
tures of the richeſt Court, This I ſpeak 
from my own Experience; which Expe- 
rience, 1 am perſuaded, and ever ſhall 
be, is not enthuſiaſtical, whillt | and the 
Scriptures declare, as they do, in ſupport 
of it. 1 the more freely mention this, 
| becaule 
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Debt due to Gop.” 


_ Righteouſneſs unto me 


„ 


becauſe I have reaſon to believe I am 
ſpeaking to one to whom Gop hath given 
of his Spirit; and that this hath often 
been the State and Condition of your oon 
Soul. 

O, my dear Brother, how ſweet has 
Jexus been unto me many a Time; yea, 
when diſtreſſed on every Side, from the 
World, from Relations, from falſe Bre- 
thren, and from ſome who, I believe, in 


ſome Meaſure, love the Redeemer ? Yea, 


and much {weeter {till has He been, when 
I have been opprefied by a wicked Heart, 
fired by Satan, and when Mount Sinai 
threatened, and Maefes ſaid, © Pay the 
When theſe T hings 
have exerciſed my Soul, many Times | 
have been enabled by the Spirit of Gon, 
through Faith, to behold Jesus in my 
Stead, as having fulfilled the Law for 
me, and therefore the End of it for 
: 1 have indeed 
been enabled by the Eye of Faith, to 


ſee Him bearing my Sins in his own Body 


pen the Tree; and my Soul hath felt the 
Truth of that Word of his, that dying 
Word, IT 1s FINISsHED. Under theſe Views 
my Soul has been like the melting Wax; 
and the more ſo, for at ſuch Times I 
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E 
have been enabled to diſcover, in a great 
Meaſure, my original Darkneſs, and to 


ſee, in good Part, the Sinfulneſs of Sin, 


by which my Mouth is ſtopped, and 
Gon has all the Glory of my Salvation. 


Vea, ſometimes, has my Soul been carried 


gut in ſuch Lengths towards CHRIST, my 
Friend, that J have been conſtrained to 


cry out, „It is enough, Lokp, unleſs 


„Thou wilt enlarge my Earthen Veſſel.“ 
And as I have remarked that I have feen 
the Clouds, as it were, envying the de- 
lighted Grove, and ſtep between it and 
the Sun, and by that Means veiled its 
imiling Face | ; ſo have I, at Times, felt 


Chi with my Soul; for, even now, when I 


have been ſolacing myſelf in the View 
and Enjoyment of Him that is Fairer 


than the Children of Men, fitting under his 
Shadow, and proving bis Fruit ſweet unto my 


Coſte, ſome inbred Corruption or other 
hath ariſen in my Heart, and as effectu- 
ally veiled his Liſe-giving Face from me, 
as the thickeſt Cloud hath covered and 
hid the Face of the natural Sun from the 
Grove: And although I know that He is 


as near me as before, yet how unhke what 


] was a few Minutes paſt; then my 
Chariot-Wheels ran ſwiftly, now they 
arag 


1 5 
drag as if almoſt void of Motion: Then 
I was carried as on the Wings of the 
Wind, now moving as flow as a Worm 
of the Earth: Then I almoſt forgot where 


I was; but am now convinced that I. 


dwell in a Body of Sin and Death. 
Loxp! by theſe thy different Operations 
on my Soul, do thou be pleaſed to become 


more and more precious unto me. 


I hope that the long Digreſſion J have 
now made will not be burdenſome. I 
aſſure you, that great Part of what I have 
now written flows from a gratetul Heart. 
But to return to my former Account.— 
In this aſcending Wood there are many 


Inhabitants, as I have already hinted ; 


each of them having ſomething very in— 
ſtructing, have taught me many uſelul 
Leſſons, which I hope never will be for- 
gotten by me. O, how doth Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom ſhine in them! I remember, that 
when I was a Lad, I often roamed. 


through ſuch Places as the other Side is, 
to find the Habitations of theſe feathered 


Minſtrels; which if I then chanced to - 


diſcover, the Place I marked exactly, to 
find at any Time I thought more proper: 


But now I reflect upon the Beauty of each 
Cell; ſome I remember were made with 


B:4 Mloſs, 
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Moſs, and lined with the ſofteſt Down, 
others with Hair, and ſome plaiſtered 
jmooth with Clay ; ; ſo exquiſite was the 
Workmanſhip, that I believe it would 
baffle the molt fkilful Artiſt to form the 
like. Who gave them this Underſtand- 
ing in Mechaniſm? Surely none but Gop 
himſelf. who is the Fountain of all Wiſ- 
dom. The Cleanlineſs of theſe little 


Creatures, if regarded by many of the 
_ Human Species, is enough to make them 
Vluſh. 


I can likewiſe remember that fre- 
quently it was with much Difficulty I 
could ever find the Buſh or Tree a ſecond 
Time where the Neſt was; but theſe 
Reſidents of the Grove, through the un- 
trodden pathleſs Air, inſtantly find their 
Home; notwithſtanding a thouſand Trees 
and Buſhes crowd the Place, each knows 
its own Abode ! With what Swiftneſs 
have I ſeen them pierce the almoſt-1mpe- 
netrable Wood! Surely no one taught 
them ſo to do but that Gop who made 


them, and for whoſe Pleaſure they are and | 


were created! What Wiſdom haſt thou 
given them, O Lokp, in all their Affairs 
of Life! It is none but thyſelf that hath 
inuten them, although ſo uſed to Li- 
berty, 


e 
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berty, to abridge it ſo as to become Priſo- 
ners in their Neſts, almoſt to ſtarving, 
while they fit upon their Eggs to hatch 
_ tender Young ! It is Thou, and on- 
ly Thou, who halt given them Under- 


ſtanding to know what 1s proper for their 


Food, and what is not : Why don't they, 
with equal Haſte, catch at the poiſonous 


Berry of the Nightſhade, as the Cherry 
or the Plumb? 1s it becauſe its outſide 


Form 1s not equally attracting to the Eye? 


No; but Thou haſt informed them, Death 


Is in the former, and Nouriſhment in the 


latter. O how happy are they, thus taught 
of Gop, and obedient to his Will! And 
how inceſſantly do they ſhew forth his 
Praiſe, each with his Aceent Note, yet 
all ſpeaking the ſame Language, Thank- 
tulneſs! The Lark, as ſhe mounts Hea- 
venwards, with her melodious Voice; the 
Thraſh, the Nightingale, and Obers; 
whilſt they fit upon the wavering Sprig, 
with their warbling Throats ing Prailes 
to their Gop. O th it every mortal. Man 
would receive ſome Inſtruction from theſe 

winged Songſters! Hath Gop given them 
Wiſdom, how much more hath he g ven 
of it unto the Sons of Men? Hath he 


ſhewn them what is, and what is not 
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ö Good; what larger Diſcoveries herein 
' hath he made unto Man! Hath He made 
' known to the Birds of the Air what will 
1 be Death unto them, if poſſeſſed; and 
| what will nouriſh and ſuſtain Life, if en- 
joyed; much more manifeſt hath He made 
| this unto Man, by His Prophets, by His 
* Son, by His Apoſtles, and by His Spirit 
* and Minitter | And yet, how unlike the 
woeell-nigh countleſs Tribes of Chaunters 
| in Return of Thanks and Praiſe, unleſs 
þ continued Acts of Rebellion, and daring 
Wickedneſs, can be conſtrued Gratitude ; 
for how do theſe increaſe and abound eve- 
ry Day, amongſt all Ranks and Degrees 
ö of Men, even from the Palace to the Cot- 
kagge, amongſt Prieſts and People? So that 
it may, with great Truth, be ſaid of us, as 
118 it was once ſaid of Yeruſalem, There is no 
bl Soundneſs (or but very little) in us. May 
{| you and], my dear Friend, with all that 
Lil. love the once-bleeding Lamb, not only 
[| imitate the Birds of the Air in Gr atitude, 
burt far excel them, inaſmuch as the Bleſ- 
| fings we are made Partakers of, are of a 
more noble Nature, ſuch as the Almighty 
1 eternally provided for us, and CHRIST with 
his own Blood in Time introduced into 
I this wretched World of ours for us, 00 
as 


| 

|| 
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Spirit, 


to lay 
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has fince communicated unto us by his 


O the Height and Depth of the 
Love of Gop! How immeaſurable, how 
boundleſs, how inexpreſfiible! HereI muſt, 
as I am able, reflect upon the unſearch- 
able Riches of his Grace to us-ward, that 
Gop ſhould leave His Heaven, and lay 


His Glory by, to do us Good, and only 


ſo to do become like one of us; Sin only 
excepted : Did I ſay, lie one of us; yea, 
much lower did he ſtoop; for we yet, of 
his Mercy, have a Place where to lay our 
Head, as the Birds have their Neits ; but 
our Redeemer, by purchaſing us, became 
deſtitute, and had not a Place in this 
World that might be called his own, where 
his often wearied Limbs; 1 „ 
for our Sakes, what did He not ſuffer 


from the Cradle to the Croſs? Witneſs 


his low Appearance in the Stable, wrapt 


In ſwaddiing Clothes, amongſt the Beaſts 


of the Field :—ts Flight from Herod's 
Rage into Egypt, in tender Infancy : His 
Scorn, Contempt, and. conſtant Infamy, 
amongſt the Jews, his Countrymen : His 


Agony in the Garden. O how great mult 


have been his Anguith there, when he 
drank the bitter Cup; and, in an Agony, 


did ſweat as it were great Dr ops of Blood ? 


What 


E 
dee ep Diſtreſs muſt he be acquainted 
with, when His righteous Soul was ſor— 
rowful unto Death? When not an open 
Enemy. but one of his own Family, lift- 


ed up his Heel againſt Him, and betray- 


ed Him into the Hands of cruel Men, who 
had long thirſted for His Blood ; and the 
reſt of THis Diſciples forſook Him, and 


fled ? At which Time, how did Yeruſalem 
ring at the apprehending of Him whom 


the Prieſts had often miſrepreſented as a 

vile Impoſtor, but our Gop and King! 
Methinks, I now ſee Him taken by the 

armed Band, treated as a Thief, bound 


and led through the Streets of the City, 
. whilſt the gazing Multitude cry, Ab, ab, 


lo would we have it to be: Fie upon thee ! 


Fiz upon thee ! And at length brought to 
the High Prieſt's Houſe; and Peter, fol- 
lowing after, trembling for the Fate of his 


beloved Maſter. Falſe Witneſſes are pro- 


cured, by thoſe who, by Office, are bound 


to guard the Truth, and ſuppreſs a Lie, 
to lay to His Charge Things that He ne- 


ver knew: At length the Lamb, who 
dumb had been, opened his Mouth, and 
told the Court, © The Son of Man by 
« them ſhould be ſeen fitting on the Right 
Hand of Power, and coming in the 

« Clouds 


c Clouds of Heaven.” At which, how 


enraged, what Madneſs then appeared, 


even to the rending of their Clothes, and 
crying out, Blaſpbemy, Blaſpbemy! then 
did ſome of them {pit in. His precious Face, 
and buffet Him; and others ſmote Him 


with the Palms of their Hands; as poor 


Peter, with Sorrow of Heart, was a Wit- 
neſs unto, in whom I fee the Frailty of. 
the Stouteſt when left unto Himſelf. Pe- 


ter had, not long before, told his Lok p, 


that though all forſook Him, he would 
not; for he was ready to go, not only to 
Priſon, but alſo to Death with Him. And, 


as a Proof of 1t, when the Officers came 


to apprehend his Maſter, he drew his 


Sword, and ſmote the High Prieſt's Ser- 


vant, and cut off his Ear. But now, be- 
ing charged with being a Diſciple of Je- 
sos by a fimple Damtiel, he denies the 
Charge, and repeatedly curſed and ſwore 


that he never knew the Man. * How 


much like Peter I ſhould act, every Day's 


Experience teſtifies, if left unto myſelf. 


May Gop grant that I may never be ſo 
left; but i ever it ſhould be the Cale, 


may 


* Some Writers inform us, That the Words 


Peter made Uſe of were,“ May L be damned if 1 
„ know the Man!“ 
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may the Lord look upon me as he did on 


Peter; and may His Look produce the 


jame Effect, and bitterly may I weep. 


But to return to my Redeemer, who is 
equally dear to me in His Sufferings, as in 


His Reigning ; under or upon his Croſs, 


as upon his Throne: I cannot but mark 


how the wicked Prieſts and Elders (in 


almoſt every Age of the Church the 


bittereſt Enemies of Gop and His pure 


Religion) conſpire to put Him to Death, 


whilſt they ordered him to be ſhackled, 


and led away, as a Lamb to the Slaug þ- 
ter, to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Go- 
vernor, before whom he ſtood, as a Sheep 


before ber Sbearers, dumb; charged with 
Crimes not a few, nor in their Nature 
ſmall; though He was without Sin; 


neither was Guile found in His Mouth. At 
His Behaviour the Heathen Judge was 
more affected than the pretended Friends 
of Gop; and was convinced, that Envy 


alone was the Cauſe of His being deliver- 


ed up to him; and therefore ſought to 
mn Him, and would fain have done 
; but their complicated Malice choſe 
n Munderer's Diſcharge before that of 
the Lokp of Lite and Glory! O Pre- 


judice, thou Brat of Hell, thou Spawn 


of. 


Purrows thereof, 
what Eagerneſs and Delight did the Ex- 


. 0 1 


of the bottomleſs Pit, nurſed by Igno- 
france; what haſt thou not, what wilt 
thou not do? Though thou weareſt a 


religious Garb, thou prefereſt Vice to 
Virtue, wicked Men before the truly 
Pious; yea, makeſt choice of a Mur- 

derer and Deſtroyer before a Saviour! 
Pilate ordered our Saviour to be ſeourged, 


with an Intention, as I apprehend, to 


move his Accuſers to Pity, if Pity could 


| be produced in Breaſts ſo ſteeled as 


theirs were. But this would not do; 


| nevertheleſs, by it was accompliſhed that 


Prophecy, I gave * Back to the Smiters, 
Iſai. I. 6, 

O here I muſt ſtop. a few Moments, 
and view Him at the Whipping-Poſt, 
and drop a few Tears at His Anguiſh, 


whilſt I mark his Hands, which ffretched 


out the Heavens as a Curtain, Pal. civ. 2. 


tied thereunto, and his Back ſtripped 


naked, to be made like a ploughed Field, 
and that his Blood might fill the long 
Pſal. cxxix. 3. With 


ecutioner lift his Hand, the Inſtrument 
of a wicked Heart, to give the weigh- 
tier Blows? O how did the Whips of 


Wire make Inciſions in his Fleſh, fo 


that 


— — — when — — — —— — — — 
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that one might well-nigh fell all his Bones, 


Pſal. xxii. 17. During: which, the Rulers 
and the People gaped upon Him with 


their Mouths, as a ravening and a roar- 


ing Lion, and rejoiced in his Affliction. 
Now, I think, He might well cry out, 
I it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? 


Behold and ſee, if there be any Sorrow 
lie unto-my Sorrow, Lam. i. 12, Me- 
thinks even this Sight was enough to 


break Hearts of Stone. But thoſe who 
ſought His Death, more hard than Mar- 


ble Rocks, were not, could not be ſatis- 
fied, but proceeded to add one Affliction to 
8 another; for having looſed Him from 
the bloody Tree, having fed their Vul- 
ture's Eyes upon Him there, He mult 
be taken into the Common-Hall, where 


a painful Crown of Thorns was preſs- 


ed on His dear Head, which Preſſure 
made the keen Thorns His Temples 
enter, and let out Blood from every 
Vein; ſo that His Viſage was marred 


more than any Man's, and His Form more 
than the Sons of Men, Iſai. In. 14. Up- 


on Him alſo did they put a purple 


Robe, and, for a Scepter in His Hand, 
a Read, by Way of Ridicule and Mocke- 
ry; and then bowed their Knees before 


Him 


Y 

xx 
bt 
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„ 
Him with, Hail! King of the Jecos: 
Spitting again in His precious Face, 


even that Face upon which Angels 
now with Admiration gaze, and bluſh 
while they do ſo. Then was fulfilled 
that Scripture, 1 bid not my Face from 
Shame and Spitting, Ia. I. 6. And in 
theſe Circumſtances Pilate once more 
ſought His Releaſe with a Behold the 


Man! John xix. 5. But ſtill they muſt 
have His Blood, and therefore they ac- 
cauſed P:/ate with being an Enemy to 


Ceſer, unleſs he put him to Death: 


Nevertheleſs, bent upon his Delivery, if 
poſſible, he again bid them, Behold their 


King, John xix. 14. Enraged, they cried, 


Away with him, away with him; crucify 
him, crucify tim. And when he farther 


inquired, Shall T crucify your King? ver. 1 5. 


The Reply from them was, We have no 
King but Ceſar. Thus wearied out by 


them, delivered he the Lon p Jrsus your 


Friend and mine, and the Friend of 

Millions more, to be crucified. 
Now what Rejoicings amongſt his 

Enemies; how did the Judgment-Hall 


with Acclamations ring, and Feru/alem- 


Streets echo back Satisfaction? What 
Triumph was there now amongſt thoſe 
| who, 


4-48 ] 
who long waited for His Blood? How did 
each ſtrive to ſhew his Forwardnels in 


the meritorious Work of leading Him out 
to be crucified ; abetted by thoſe Prieſts 


who once thought their Charch-i in Dan- | 


ger by him. 
CTCrucifixion, a Death aſſigned to none 


but the vileſt Miſcreants, the moſt atro- | 


cious Offenders; and which, in itſelf, 
muſt be exquiſitely painful, it being as 
follows: The Criminal being faſtened to 
the Croſs with Iron Pins or Nails, it was 
then erected and fixed in the Ground: 

Conſequently the whole Weight of the 
Body hung upon that which faſtened it 
to the Wood: And thus they ſerved 
Him whom my Soul loveth. Then was 
fulfilled another SO 8 11 Pro- 


Phet. J/az. Chap. x1. 12. ſhall fet | 


up an Enfign for he ng "= this 
Enfign was deeply dyed in Blood, 
occafioned by the Whine the thorny 


Crown, and the Nails that faſtened Him | 


to the Croſs. Thus being lifted up be- 


tween Heaven and Earth, as if the | 
one had caſt him out, and the other re- | 


fuſed him Admittance, his Enemies re- 


newed their former Revilings ; and, with | 
Scorn, ſaid, He ſaved others, but timſilf 
8. be | 
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k 
be cannot ſave: If he be the Son of Gop, 
let him come down from the Crofs, and 


| ave 70070 believe in him, Matt. xxvil. 42. 

| Shooting out the Lip, and ſhaking their 
Head, ſaying, He truſled on the Lord 

| that he would deliver him; let him deli- 

| wer bim, ſeeing he delighted in him, Pſalm 


ii. , 8. 


Thus, for ſome Time, hung the dear 


5 Immanuel, weak, faint, and expiring 3 
during which Time, Darkneſs covered 
the Face of the Earth, and at laſt he 
gave up the Ghoſt; at which the Tem- 


ple's Vail became more ſoft than the Be- 


ö holders Hearts, and rent in twain from 
the Top to the Bottom, whilſt the Earth 


did quake and tremble, and the ſolid 


| Rocks ſtrongly convulſed at their Ma- 
ker's Exit, in the deepeſt Agony of Diſ- 
treſs, burſt aſunder, to the Aſtoniſhment 


and Conviction of the commiſſioned Cen- 
turion, that He, that then died, was 
the Son of GOD. Matt. xxvil. F, 2. 


53, 54 


Thus ended the deep Tr agedy of my 


Saviour's Death: And, however unac- 


countable it may ſeem, it could not be 
otherwiſe, for all that Herod and Pontius 
| Pulate, with the Gentiles, and the People 


of 


T7494 


of Iſrael, did, was no more than wha? 
the Hand and the Counſel of Gor befere 
determined to be done, Acts iv. 27, 28. 


O the Depth! How: unſearchable are Thy | 


Works, O Gor, and Thy Ways paſt find- 
ing out ! 
determinate Counſel and Foreknowledge of 
Gop, Acts li. 23. occaſioned Him to 
ſay after His Reſurrection, that thus 1t 
A ere CukIST 70 ſuffer, John xxiv. 46. 
Mark the Expreſſi jon; not only 20 ſuffer, 
but Hus to ſuffer, in the very ſame Man- 
ner, to the fame Degree. I am almoſt 
Joſt: What, no fewer Stripes, no leſs buf— 
ſetting? &c. No, not one. But for what 
muſt he thus ſuffer ? O ſtupendous Mer- 
ey! Amazing Thought! to bring us con- 
demned Rebels near to Gon. He, the 


fpotleſs Lamb, was made Sin; and, being 


ſo found, YJehoval's righteous Law appre- 
| hended him, and his unremitting Juſtice 


puniſhed him, that wwe might be made the 


Righteouſneſs of GoD in bim, 2 Cor. v. 21, 
Surely Gop is Love, 1 John iv. 8. There- 
fore He jo loved the World, that he gave his 


only begotten Son; that whoſoever believeth in 


Him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life, John ili. 16. And thus was Gop 


71 Cu RIST reconciling the Wor ld unto. Him- 


felf, 


He being thus ee by the | 


TE 


| fl, 2 Cor. v. 19. O what Goodneſs is 

| here! And how far it exceeds any Thing 

that GO p hath done beſides! Angels 
| finned; and rhey remain in everlaſting 
* Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the Judge. 
ment of that great Day, Jude 6. Man 
alſo hath ſinned ; and, though incapa- 
ble to help himſelf, hath got a Saviour 
of Gop's providing and giving, and ſuch 
| Bleſſings with Him, that Eye hath not ſoen, 
or Ear heard, neither hath in entered into the 
| Heart of Man, fully to concerve, 1 Cor. 11 9. 
| How fardoth this exceed the Bleſſings con- 
ferred on the winged Multitude; and for 

which they praiſe Gop, as I have before 
taken notice of? O may we not be want- 
ing, but as each Day paſſeth, ſtrive to ex- 
cel in bleſſing Him who was dead, but ts 
alive again, and liveth for evermore, Rev. i. 18. 

A few Obſervations more upon the op- 
poſite Shore I ſhall ere long communicate 
unto you; but at preſent muſt let Things 
reſt as they are, with heartily commend- 
ing you to the Grace of Gop, which 18 
able to keep you unhurt, even in the 


Midſt of a wicked and perverſe Gene- 
ration. 


Adieu. 


LETTER III. 


L 40 17. 
LETTER II. 


My dear Brother, 


J N my laſt, 1 promiſed a fi Obſerva- 

tions more upon the Hill oppoſite my 
Houſe ; having now a few Moments Li- 
berty, 1 once more fit down, and take my 


Pen ſo to do. The many different Flowers! 
ng ] have there ſeen, are very entertain- | 

but a Man of a noble Soul (the in- 
Denies Mr Hervey,) has far exceeded 
any Thing that J can ſay upon theſe, fo ff 
beautiful a Part of the Wor kmanſhip 1 | 


Jenovan-Jesus; to Him, therefore, I 


recommend you, with dropping a few 


Words on one that I do not remember 


to have found in his Collections: What! 
but 1 


its proper Name is, I know not; 
call it the Bee. Flower, from its near Re- 
ſemblance of that F ly; the Stem of it is 


from fix to nine Inches long, and it hath 


upon it from four, to more than a Dozen 
Bloſſoms, riſing one above the other, 
and are of a faint Violet-colour. I do not 
remember it to have any Smell; but when 
in its Bloom, I never ſaw one Flower 


which to.me appeared with equal Beauty. 
As 


beautifully 


| 7]. 
As the Leaves of the Bud open, the In- 
fide of it difcovers itſelf exactly like a Bee, 


both as to Make and Colour, with its 
hinder Part foremoſt, and as if its Head 
was ſtuck faſt in the Heart of the Bloſ- 

ſom, with its Wings in a proper Poſition 
for flying. 
ous, cauſed me to be fo particular ; in the 
Deſcription of 1t: Upon taking a Survey 
of it, I was conſtrained to admire its 
Former; at the ſame Time it impregnated 
my Mind with Thoughts concerning the 
Inſect it reſembled; of which I will ſpeak. 
little from Obſervations that I. have 


This Flower being ſo curi- 


2 made. 


Upon a Time, walking in ſome 
Meadows near my Houle, which the 
Lord had mantled with green, and 
enameled with Flowers of 
| various Sorts, I ſaw many of thoſe 
Flies buſily employed, as I ſuppoſe, ex- 


tracting Honey from them: Amongſt 


the reſt, I ſaw a few equally employed; 


and, I apprehend, in the ſame Work, up- 


on the forbidding prickly Thiſtle; and, 


after a Time, having loaded their little 


Barks, ſet Sail, or rather with their Wings 
| rowed themſelves through the hquid Air 
Jo their reſpective Ports; and there in 


their 
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their dflerentStorehouſesdiſembark'dthat 


precious Treaſure, from which many of 
their Wants, and the Wants of many 
more, are moſt profuſely ſupplied : 1 
was led out to admire the Fountain of 
\Viidom, from whom they received In- 
itruclion to carry on their mechanical 
Employment. I remember that I thought 
they bore a ſtrong Reſemblance of Chril- 


tian Miniſters in ſome Part of their Work. 


The whole Body of Chriſtian Profeſſors 


may be compared to the Field ; and their 


various Writings to the different Flowers 
and Thiſtle; and the ſtudious ſpiritual- 


minded Miniſter is enabled to make each 
that falls into his Hand to be of ſome Ser- 
vice; yea, even thoſe Tracts whoſe whole 


Compoſition is to be handled with as 
much Care and Czution as the pricking 
Thiſtle. For true Miniſters of the Church 
get Wiſdom from thoſe Things, which, 


to many, hardly ſeem fit to handle; and 


by the Whole, through the Grace and 


| Spirit of Gop, their Soul is filled; and at 


proper Times, and in proper Places, 


they, with matchleſs Delight, unload, 


to the great Comfort of themſelves, 
and no leſs Profit and Improvement 


of many more. I doubt not, my dear 


Bro- 
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Brother, but you have often proved this 


experimentally in the Courſe of your La- 
bours. It is now eight or nine Years that © 
have been miniſterially employed in the 
Church of Gop; and though with much 
Weakneſs, and in many Temptations, 
yet I hope I can ſay, that I have, in ſome 


good Meaſure, found the Obſervation 


true. The Loxp grant that each of us 
may more and more fo find. 


Do not be fo caſt down; though with 


myſelf, and many others, who, I hope, 


love the Lox a little, and defire to love 
him more, you are caſt out, and diſ- 
£:teemed by many that profeſs the Name 
of CurisT, and would be thought his 


Miniſters and Friends ; but, in Fact, are 


no other than Satan's Agents, andCuRisT's 
bittereſt Foes, Let it comfort your Heart 


that Gop owns you, by adding freſh Souls 


to your Miniſtry, His thus doing, by 


me, I aſſure you, is Matter of Comfort 
to me; and was it not for the ſame, and 


the frequent Taſtes I have of the Love 


of Gop, I ſhould be very often in a mi- 


| ferable Condition; for J am often tempt- 


ed to think, that I am to be a Man of 
C -- "Ste; 


* This was written in the Year 1755. 
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their diffterentStorehouſesdiſembark'dthat 


precious Treaſure, from which many of 
their Wants, and the Wants of many 


more, are moſt profuſely ſupphed : 1 


was led out to admire the Fountain of 
\Viidom, from whom they received In- 


{iruction to carry on their mechanical 


I mployment. I remember that I thought 
they bore a ſtrong Reſemblance of Chril- 


tian Miniſters in ſome Part of their Work. 
The whole Body of Chriſtian Profeſſors 


may be compared to the Field ; and their 
various Writings to the different Flowers 


and Thiſtle; and the ſtudious ſpiritual- 
minded Miniſter is enabled to make each 
that falls into his Hand to be of ſome Ser- 


vice; yea, even thoſe Tracts whoſe whole 
Compoſition is to be handled with as 
much Care and Czution as the pricking 


Thiſtle. For true Miniſters of the Church 


get Wiſdom from thoſe Things, which, 
to many, hardly ſeem fit to handle ; and 
by the Whole, through the Grace and 
Spirit of Gop, their Soul is filled; and at 


proper Times, and in proper Places, 
they, with matchleſs Delight, unload, 
to the great Comfort of themſelves, 


and no leſs Profit and Improvement 


of many more. 1 doubt not, my dear 


Bro- 
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Brother, but you have often proved this 1 
experimentally m the Courſe of your La- 
bours. It is now eight or nine Years that“ 
| | 1 have been miniſterially employed in the | 
Church of Gop; and though with much 

. | Weakneſs, and in many Temptations, 
i þ yet hope I can fay, that I have, in ſome 
t | good Meaſure, found the Obſervation 
- | true. The Lok grant that each of us 

may more and more fo find. | _ 
s | Do not be ſo caſt down; though with 
myſelf, and many others, who, I hope, 

love the LoRp a little, and defire to love 
him more, you are caſt out, and diſ- 

e:teemed by many that profeſs the Name 

of CuRisT, and would be thought his 

Miniſters and Friends; but, in Fact, are 
no other than Satan's Agents, andCuRisT's it 
Þbittereſt Foes, Let it comfort your Heart {4 
that Gop owns you, by adding freſh Souls bi 
to your Miniſtry, His thus doing, by | 
me, I aſſure you, is Matter of Comfort 
to me; and was it not for the ſame, and 
the frequent Taſtes I have of the Love 
of Gop, I ſhould be very often in a mi- 

| ferable Condition; for J am often tempt- 

es, ed to think, that I am to be a Man of 
nt N : C Strife, | 


* This was written in the Year 1755, 
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13 
Strife, with many, all my Days; and if 
Faithfulneſs to Gop and CHRIST will oc- 


caſion it, then fo let it be; I am content, 
and hope ever to be of the ſame Mind. 


Looking upon the Hill another Time, 
my Mind was once more. drawn out to 


ſpiritual Things : It aroſe from thinking 
what a ſtrong Reſemblance it bore of the 


Chriſtian Church. Here I ſaw a Variety 
of Trees and Buſhes, of different Sizes, 


grow together in Harmony; each had 


its peculiar Beauty ; and they all derived 


it from the ſame Source. The dropping 


Rain and cheering Sun contributes each 
its Aid, that they might flouriſh and en- 
creale. Zion's Hill, in her Proſperity, 
exactly ſhadowed out the Church Mili- 
tant of Jesus; for in her are Trees of 


Righteouſneſs, Chriſtians of different Sta- 


ture; ſome having, through the Grace 
of Go, been long acquainted with their 
LoRD, have learned to live by Faith upon 
him. Theſe grow not ſo conſpicuous, 

erhaps, as many others; nevertheleſs, 


they take deep root downwards, and are 


not to be removed from the Hope of the 


' Goſpel; like the ſolid Oak, they ſtand, 


repelling Temptation's Winds: others 


there a are who grow more free, and, to 
Ap- 
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e faſter ſtrip up and Sei ; 
but for want of a deeper Acquaintance 
with themſelves and Gov, are often ſhook, 


and tremble with a ſmall Guſt of Wind. 


And ſome that in Stature never exceed 
the Shrub, with Eyes fixed upon them- 
felves, by sight, and not by Faith, they 


walk; and therefore but very ſparingly 
do they grow: And yet each of theſe 


has his peculiar Beauty, and grow toge- 
ther in Unity; being ſupphed by one and 
the fame gracious Cauſe, the alone Cauſe 


of all Good, Gop himſelf ; for He is as 


the Dew to Iſrael, Hoſ. xiv. 5. His bleſs- 


ed Spirit deſcends upon them as the for- 
mer and the latter Rain; and the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs with his enlivening Rays 
| fructifies their Souls. 


But though my Mind is now engaged, 


in a good Meaſure, upon the preſentBeau- 


ty, and Excellency of the Hill that I have 


been ſpeaking of, I have not forgotten the 
diſagreeable Aſpect it bore in the laſt Win- 
ter: The then pinching Seaſon well-nigh 


ſtript it of all its Beauty, the various 


Shades of Green, which, in the Summer, 
Was its cloathing, and which are ſo de- 
lightful to the Eye, (a few Evergreens ex- 
. cepted) forſook their Dwelling, The li- 
| = 5 beral 
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beral Sap that uſed to feed them, and to 


which both their Fruitfulneſs and Beau- 
ty were-owing, had then loſt great Part 


of Sol's attracting Power, and therefore 


was crept back, and ſunk into its Root. 
So that, notwithſtanding each Tree kept 
1ts Station, the Beauty of the Whole was 


then much impaired. And is not this the 


Caſeof the Churchof Gop, when He brings i 
in upon her the Severity of his Frot? F 


Where is her Beauty then? When the 
Lokp lets looſe his North-wind upon 


her, and nips her forward Buds? 


Comelineſs, in a great Meaſure, for- 
ſakes her: Her Plants, though of the 


LoRD's own planting, many of them look 
well- nigh dead, and withering; and was 


it not for one here and there, like the 


few Evergreens, nothing but the Tokens 


of Death would be ſeen in her: Though, 


in Reality, no more dead than in the 
moſt blooming Seaſon. That Love, that 
Faith, that Zeal, and that ready and 
willing Obedience, with which it was 


once adorned and clothed, at this Seaſon 


is hardly to be diſcovered. The Graces of 


the Spirit, which were the Cauſe of their 


Support, for wiſe Ends, perhaps to de- 
ſtroy or prevent the Birth of that deſtrue- 
| tive 
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tive Inſect Spiritual Pride, is not now fo. 


powerfully influenced, and drawn forth 
by the attractive Power of the great Lu- 
minary ot the Church, the Lok D Jesvs 
CHRIST. 


In one very neculiar Inſtance, the 
Wood figures out the Church of CHRIST, 


in that it grows upon a Rock; ſo that many 
of the Roots of the Trees ſtrike between 
its Veins; and the Rock, doubtleſs, affords 
each of theſe Nourithment, and preſer ves 
them from being rooted up, when the 
ruſhing Tempeſt makes its Entry amongſt 
them, ihakes their whole Frame, and much 
diſturbs their Quiet. 

So Chriſhans not only ſtand upon 
| CunisT Jesus, for He is the Church's 


Foundation: But thoſe that are truly fo, 


are ink Him; who is not only ſtiled a Rock 
but, with Propriety, on account of his 
Immoveableneſs, the Rock of Ages: And 
their whole Nouriſhment is from Him; 
tor not only their Springs are in him, 


Pfal. Ixxxvn. 2. but likewiſe all their 


Fruit is from Him, Heſea xiv. 8. He be- 
ing their Life, Col. iii. 4. and they live, 


becauſe He lives, Jobn x1v. 9. And when 


the rapid Storm of Temptation, Perſecu- 
tion, and Diſtreſs, or the fearful Hurricane 
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of falſe Doctrine and Error, make a 
Shaking amongſt them, thoſe who in the 


Rock are rooted, are preſerved from be- 
ing placked up, caft down, and deſtroyed. 

Having finiſhed my Obſervations upon 
the other Side, now return nearer Home, 


and call to Remembrance how it was 


when I deſcended from the Top of the 
ragged Clift. What a Difference did [ 


find? Above was fo warm and ſtifling, all 


that I could ſcarce draw my Breath: Be- 
neath all was cool and refreſhing, fo that 
new Lite ſeemed to pour in abundantly. 


It brought freſh to my Mind that Saying 


of the Prophet 7/arah,ſpeakingot Immanuel, 
He is as the Shadow of a great Rock in a 
weary Land, Iſai. xxx11. 2. The Travellers 


to Zion meet with many ſcorching Days 
in their Heavenly Journey, and fiery 


Temptations, you know, ſo try them, 
that ſometimes ſpiritual Languor, almoſt 


to ſeeming Death, arreſt ſome of them. In 
theſe Circumſtances, how heavy are their 
ſpiritual Feet? How flow their Chariot- 


Wheels move on in their once-delightful 


Road? But, if permitted to get under the 


Shade of the lovely Jzsus, how refreſhing 
then is every Step of their Journey? For 


cloſe to, and ever attending this Rock, is 
a Brook 
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a Brook, of which they often drink ; and 


from its refreſhing Quality are enabled to 
lift up their Head by the Way. Gov, 


at this Time, commands them to caſt all 
their Care upon him ; and aſſures them, 
that He himſelf cares for them. In this 


Part of their Race, Satan's Darts loſe 


much of their Power and Force, though 
winged with all the Ability of Hell. How 


cheering to their Souls, to find that Pro- 
miſe, with many more, verified; When 


Zhou paſſeth through the Fire, I will be with 


| thee, that the Flames theruof may not 


kindle zpon thee, Tſai. xliii. 2. Here they 
breathe freely. The ſpiritual Life, which, 


but a little before, ſeemed almoſt depart- 


ed, now revives and gathers Strength. 
The late weak and fainting Traveller, now 
runs the Race which is ſet before him; 


and the Soul feels afreſh that CHRIST 1 18 
| 1ts Life. 


Whilſt I was thus muſing upon the 


Rock, Sc. I was led to view, as far as dif- 


covered to the Eye, its Firmneſs; and 
thence to think what a Baſis is here to 


build upon. Sure no Storm can over- 
throw a Houſe here erected, unleſs the 


Earth ſhould be removed, and the Foun- 
dations thereof be carried away. 'Thun- 
84 ders 
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ders may roar, Ligbtenings may flaſh 
from one End of the Heavens to the o- 


ther, Hail may beat, Rains may deſcend, 


Winds may blow ; Inundations may ruſh 


in with all their impetuous Force; and 
yet this ſolid Rock faſt would ſtand, and 


be more than Proof againſt all their 


threatening Efforts. 

I then begun to think of the Happi- | 
neſs I potleſt, in having my Dwelling- F 
Houſe built upon thisRock; butaThought ÞF 


ſpontaneouſly aroſe; Let thy Houſe be 
ever ſo firm, and the N as im- 


moveable as the Earth itſelf, thou art, 
as faſt as Time can waft thee, travelling 
to the Grave; and the Day will ſoon 
come, when, from hence, thou muſt make 


an eternal Remove; and if not found 


reſting upon that Rock, which never can 
be removed, even the Nac of Ages, it 


would be better for thee if thou Kat ne- 


ver been born: For in that Day, which 
is called the great Day of his Wrath, 
Rey. v1, 17. when the Fary of the LoRD 
ſhall break in upon the World with ter- 
rible Streams of quid Fire, all that ſtand 


not on Him will be ſwept away with an 
overflowing Flood of Vengeance, into a 


Lake 
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Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. This put 
put me upon Inquiry into my own 


State, how it ſtood with the Almighty ; 
and I hope that I can ſay, that through 


Grace, and Grace alone, my Soul is, by 


the Power of Gop, laid upon Jesvs, the 
chief Corner-Stone, the Rock which Gop 
himſelf hath laid in Zion for a ſure Founda- 


lion, Hai. xxviii. 16. 5 
My Eye paſſing further on, I perceiv- 

ed an open Cave“* in the Rock; I could 

not help thinking (for who can wholly 


prevent Thought?) what a ſecure Place 
it was from Storm and Tempeſt, let the 


Winds blow ever ſo ſtrong, no old Houſe 
there to tumble about one's Ears, no Tiles 


to be ſtriped off to let in the falling Rain, 


but all is dry and ſafe. This, ſurely, is a 


ſtrong Reſemblance of the Bridegroom of 
my Soul: The Words of the Prophet 1/a:ah 
may be applied unto him; Enter into the 


Roch, and hide thyſelf in the Duſt ; for Fear 
of the Lokb, and jor the Glory of his Ma- 


ey: For Gob is abundantly glorified by 
. 5 C 5 8 | all | 


* Commonly called Ciants-Hole; it ſtands near 
the Mid- Way, between the two Hot- Wells, on 


the Eaſt-Shore, and neaf the Top of the Clift. 
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and my * with nde, I know that 
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all that are enabled, through Faith, to en- 
ter into Jxsus CurisT . Therefore let 


ſenſible Sinners ſo do, and there they will, 


they ſhall be ſafe from all the overflowing 


Storms of Gop's Wrath and Fury, for in 
CHRIST JEsus the Father is well pleaſed; 


and therefore with thoſe that are in Him: 
And, as a Conſequence, CHRIST hath 


promiſed, that becauſe He lives, they ſhail 
live alſo, O bleſſed Promiſe! Heart-cheer- 
ing Words! Let others talk as they pleaſe 
of their eternal Happineſs depending upon 
the rotten Foundation of their own Faith- 
fulneſs, I ſee that mine depends upon the 
Covenant between the Father and the Son. 
It 1s true, I confeſs, that Unfaithfulneſs 
to Gop in my Soul gives me many a ſor- 


rowful Hour; and it is very meet and 
right that it ſhould ; for the Loxp hath 


promiſed, that he will not take away his 


loving Kindneſs from ine; yet he hath de- 


clared, that he will vt my Sins with Stripes, 


he 


By which I mean no > more than having a Senſe 
cf Special Intereſt in the Redeemer : For, according 
to Divine Settlement, Cyr1sT's People are in Him 
from before the Foundation of the World, Eph. i. 4. 


5 


he is a-Gop of unſpotted Purity ; and 
cannot but deteſt and abhor all Iniquity. 
O! that he would thoroughly purge the 
Floor of my Soul; and, till that Work 
1s done, may I be every Moment upon 


my Guard againſt that vigilant Enemy, 


who is always going about like a roaring 
J. ion ſeeking whom he may devour; and 


if at anyTime, through his great Subtil- 


ty, he ſhould deceive me, Gop grant that 


1 may be able to take the Advice of one, 


whom ] greatlyeſteem forhisWork's Sake, 

whoſays, Let Sin break thy Heart, but not 
* thy Confidence.” Amen: Maythis be the 
Caſe ; may every Tranſgreſſion againſt ſo 
dear a Friend fill me with the moſt humi- 
liating Shame ; but may it never be able 
to ſtrip me of my Faith in Him, Who 
died for Sinners; yea, the vileſt and the 


worſt; in Him, who never yet did, nor 


never will have an Eye to what a Sin- 
ner hath done, or now does, or ever will 
do, as a Reaſon why he thould fave him, 
but communicates that Bleſſing, only be⸗ 
cauſe he del lighteth Jo to do. 

Farther, this Cave 1s much gazed at 


by many paſling by, and fr equently with 
Wonder. and Aſtoniſhment; 


and here 
ends. 
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ends all their Knowledge of it. And fo 
1s the dear Lamb. of Gop, by many, 


whilſt they paſs on in the external Obſerv- 


ance of his Ordinances ; and frequently 
they ſeem big with Aſtoniſhment and 
Wonder at his Troubles, Afffictions, 
and Patience under them all; but no 
more of him is known by them. 

] have heard many, whilſt looking 
upon the Cave, talk much about it, and: 
pretend to deſcribe it in the minuteſt Man- 
ner, though never once within it; ſo that 
the Ground of all their Aſſertions was 


Hear-ſay ; and, it is very probable, great 
Part of it from Perſons as ignorant as. 


themſelves, and therefore as intire Stran- 
gers to its Contents. 

In the ſame Manner, many will talk 
much about JEsus, as if he hung at their 
Tongues End; yea, will pretend to under- 
ſtand all the Courſe of his Will, and 
even te ſplit, as it were, a Hair in Divi- 
nity, and look upon every one as corrupt 
in his Judgment, that don't think exact- 
ly as themſelves; having a Head full of 
Speculations, and perhaps the greateſt 
Part, if not all of them, derived from 
Perſons as rune as themſelves, and as. 

entire 
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entire Strangers to Immanuel, and what is 
treaſured up in. him, or flows to Sinners 


from and through him. 


The Situation of the Cave is ſuch, that 


it hath but one Way, and that very nar- 


row, by which it can be entered; this oc- 
caſions the entering into it to be attended 
with many and great Difficulties; there- 
fore Numbers who have attempted fo to 
do, have ſtopped ſhort, not being willing 
to run any further Hazard to know what 
its Contents are. 

So it is with our dear Redeemer : There 
is but one Way, by which Perſons 


can have a Senle of their eternal In- 
| tereſt in him, to wit, Faith in his Blood: 

| For, however a Sinner may be provided 
for in the everlaſting Covenant, betwixt 


the Father and the Son, he can have no 
Knowledge of it, no Intelligence at all of 
his being in him, until he has it given 
him to believe the Record that Gop hath 
given of his Son, This Believing is fre- 


| quently attended with many and almoſt 


unſurmountable Difficulties, as the truly 
awakened Sinner finds: And, conſequent 
of which, thoſe who are not ſo awaken- 
ed, when proved a little, will proceed no 
= farther, 
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farther, judging i it beſt not to be righteous 


POR 
But, notwithſtanding: ſo many Diffi- 


culties attend entering. 'the Cave under 


Contideration, there are ſome who have 


reſolutely entered in, and in a ſcorching. 
Summer's Day, have found it cool and 


refreſhing; but in Winter, when cold 
without, and nipping within, it has been 


warm and cheering; ſo that at all Seaſons 


it is temperate and agreeable to thoſe who 
enter thereinto. 

And thus, notwithſtanding all the Dif- 
ficulties that attend having a Senſe of In- 
tereſt in CHRIST, through Faith, there 
are thoſe now who could not be content 


with the bare Hear-fay of the many pre- 
ſent Blefſings that are poſiclied by them 


who know themſelves zz Him; but have 
exerted a holy Boldneſs, and a righteous 


Violence, and proved themſelves in Him; 


and with what Pleaſure do they view Him 


as a Saviour, every Way ſuited to their 


every Caſe and Condition; in ſcorching; 
Days of Temptation, ariſing from a Senle 
of having violated a fiery. Law, ſafe are 
they ſhadowed with his Wing; and, 1 


þr nipping Seaſon. of formal Profeors, 


He 
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He is to thoſe who retain their Senſe of 
Intereſt in him, cheering and reviving ; 
fo ſuitable is he to their every Caſe and 
Want. 
And now, my Brother, once more 
farewel. Gop give you conſtant Peace 
and Joy in believing ; ; and if theſe ſcat- 
tered Thoughts of mine, conveyed to you 


in this uncouth Manner. from Time to 


Time, are in any Meaſure profitable to 
your Soul, I doubt not but you have 
learned to give Gop all the Glory. 
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LETTER IV. 


* dear Brother, 


W HILST Iam beholding the! in- 


numerable Objects that 1 am en- 


circled with, my admiring Spirit is filled 


with freſh Wonder and Amazement ; 


and I find freſh Matter to-employ my fee- 


ble Pen. The Rocks, theſe maſſy Rocks 


upon the Shore, near my Dwelling, how 


barren, how unfruitful, how void of 
Comelineſs are they, not to be compared 


with 
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with thoſe on the other Side. They are 
like a fruitful Field, theſe like a barren 
Heath ; they like the Church of Gop ; 
theſe like the Men of this World, 
Strangers to Gop: They are beautifully 
clothed, and often laugh and ſing ; theſe 
almoſt naked, and deſtitute of every Sort 
of Melody; much reſembling Man in his 
natural Eſtate, void of every Excellency, 
It is true, that here and there I fee ſome- 
thing on theſe barren Rocks as green as 
the uſeful Oak ; but, upon inſpecting, I 
find it nothing more than a little Ivy, 
and of ſmall Value. So Men in an un- 
converted Eſtate have ſomething in them 
that has the Appearance of Things that 
are really good, as the Condeſcenſion of 
one, the Humanity of another, the Li- 
berality of a Third, Sc. But if examin- 
ed by that Rule, by which one Day, the 
ſolemn Day of Judgment, ail Doctrines, 
Actions, and Perſons, will be tried, will 
be found to have in it no more real Worth 
and Value than the claſping Ivy. For, 
however apparently good Men may ſeem, 
both to themſelves and others, yet, unleſs 
the Heart be good, the Actions of ſuch, 
in. ſome Sort, mult be bad. Mall. vii. 17. 
Works 
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Wor is done b2/ore the Grace of Cur1sT, and 
the Inſpiration of bis Spirit, are not plea- 


fant to Gor, as they ſpring not of Faith in 


JesUs CHRIST ; neither do they make Men 
meet to receive Grace ; yea, rather, for that 


: they are not done as G o D hath willed and 
* commanded ihem to be done, we doubt not but 


they have the Nature of Sin, Article XIII. 


of the Church. This to you is no ſtrange 


Doctrine, I am perſuaded, though it be 
ſo to Thouſands, who falſely call them- 
ſelves Members of our ſcriptural Church, 
both Miniſters and People. O how is cur 


N Wine mixed with Water ! Iſai. i. 22. CO 


Gold become dim, our moſt fine Gold changed! 
How have our Prophets ſeen a falſe Vijion, 
and taught for Doctrines, not only the 
Traditions of Men, but the deluſive Tales 


of Satan? Surely, Slumber is ſo far crept 


upon the Eyes of many of our dear Pa- 
rents and Watchmen, that they are be- 
come totally blind, and therefore are ſtill 
erring from the Truth: The Crown is fallen 


from our Head; wo unto us that we bave 
Inned, Lam. v. 16. 


The Hardneſs of theſe Keck have 
| brought to my Remembrance that Account 
given by the Prophet of the natural Man 
| having a Heart of Stone. It is not a ſmall 


Matter 
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Matter that will break theſe Rocks: 
Man may labour from Morning till Nike 
a Week, a Month, a Year, yea, Year at- 
ter Year, even till the Day of his Death, 
and to very little Purpoſe, unleſs he knows 
how to take proper Methods for it. And 1s 
not this the Cafe in the Work of the Miniſ- 

try? Some zealous, but unſtilful Men there 
arein the World who ſpend machStrength, 
and take much Pains, and that, perhaps, 
for many Years, and the End proves it to 
be but to very little Purpoſe. 

Theſe Rocks, barren as they are, have 
their Uſe in the Creation; for there is no 
Blemiſh, or any Thing unneceſſary, or 
ſuperfluous in it; though we take into its 
Accountbarren ſinful Man. Holy Writ in- 
forms us, The LorD hath made all Things 
for Himſelf ; yea, even the Wicked, for the 


_ of Evil, Prov. xvi. 4. As I was view- 


ing "the Hardneſs of the Rock, a Sound 
ſtruck my Ear, and, turning to the 
Place from whence it came, I ſaw a ſkil- 
ful Quarrier buſy at his Work: I at once 
diſcovered it to be very laborious ; and, 
upon nearer Approaches unto it, and be- 
holding of his Method, and inquiring 
particularly with Reſpect to the ſame, I 
learnt much from it: As I found it exact- 


ly 
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ly to anſwer the Method that the LorD 


takes in bringing Sinners to the Know- 
| ledge of himſelf, Is not my Word as a Fire, 
1 and a Hammer, that breaketh the Reck in 


Pieces? ſai th the Log. The very Mate- 
rials that Quarriers now make uſe of to 
break the Rock in Pieces, that the Stones 


thereof may be the more uſeful, and an- 

' ſwer a more valuable End, perhaps in raiſe 
ing ſome ſtately Fabrick, or ballaſting 
ſome floating Veſfel; fo Gop, by the Fire 
and Hammer of His Word, in the Hand 
of ſkilful Miniſters, is pleaſed to break 
| the rocky Hearts of many Sinners; by 

which Means they became fit Stones to 
' compoſe the ſpiritual Building; namely, 
| Chriſt's Body the Church; and are that 
| Ballaſt which prevents a floating World 
from being overſet in a Deluge of Wrath. 
For though the unconverted Part of Man- 
kind think that real Chriſtians are the 
: worſt and bittereſt Enemies that they 
have, and treat them as ſuch very often; 
they are their real and only Friends, the 
| Lorp excepted; for the Wicked are ſpar- 
ed for the Sakeof the Righteous, Gen. xviii. 
23, Cc. Ferem. v. 1. The ſkilful la- 
borious Quarrier is very emblematical of 
2 Goſpel-Miniſter, and his Work, in 
many 
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many Reſpects; a few of which I will 
name. The firſt Work of the Quarrter, 
after he hath taken a Survey of the Pre- 
miſes, is to remove the Rubbiſh from the 
Bed of Stone, in order that the Remain- 
der of his Work may be the more ſucceſs- 
ful, that he may not uſe his Hammer, nor 
| ſpend his Fire in vain. Likewiſe a ſkil- 
ful Miniſter's firſt Aim, is to endeavour to 
remove all the vaſt Rubbiſh of Ignorance 
that is upon his Hearers Hearts, which 
oftentimes is greatly accumulated through 
the Prejudice of Education; moſt People 
following the Way that their Fathers 
went, oniy on Account of their Fathers 
having ſo walked, without ever inquiring 
whether it be right or wrong, they think 
that it 1s ſufficient for them that they were 
fo trained up and educated: A fooliſh Ar- 
gument indeed ! A Foundation upon 
which but few, yea no wiſe Man reſts his 
temporal Concerns. Every Man of Un- 
derſtanding endeavours to improve upon 
the Rudiments that he firſt received ; and 
eſpecially if encouraged thereunto by Pro- 
miſes of great Advantage, by a Perſon who 
would undoubtedly fulfil his Engagements. 
Was a Perſon poſſeſſed of immenſe Trea- 
fures, and equal Faithfulneſs, to cauſe it 

to 
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to be advertiſed in a pub News-Paper, 
that his Generoſity was ſo extenſive, that 
| out of his hardly to be counted Richies, 
| he would freely beſtow upon any, hows- 
ever undeſerving, all that their moſt ex- 
| tenſive Wants could call for, ſuppoſing 
that they made a regular Application for 
the ſame. How many ſhould we ſee be- 
coming Suitors for it? They would many 
of them be ſolicitous to know all that they 
could concerning it, and take no ſmall 
| Pains to ſucceed, The Things of the 
World, Mens' Hearts being worldly, 

| would naturally cravitate thereunto. But, 
bleſſed J xsus, all the Riches of thy Grace 
and Glory which are ſo freely held out in 
the Goſpel for Sinners, baſe, vile, loſt, 
dying, damned; though repeatedly pro- 
claimed by thy Heralds, as ſure to every 
one that SM but accept them aright, as 
if already in the actual Poſſeſſion of them, 
are by moſt Men treated with cold Con- 
| tempt. Pardon, Peace, Heaven, Com- 
munion with Gop here, and F ellowſhip 
with Him hereafter, ſeem but as Trifles 
| tomany ; as they evidence by an uniform 
Conduct. O what is the boaſted Wiſ- 
dom of theſe Men, but the moſt remark- 
| able Folly? May not the Words of the 


Prophet 


wt 


Prophet Jeremiab, with great Propriety, 
be applied unto ſuch ? They are altogether 
brutiſh and fooliſh, Jer. x, s. The dull Ox 
knoweth his Owner, and the ſtupid Aſs his 
Maſter's Crib ; but theſe Men do not know, 


they do not conf der, Hai, i. 3. But to re- 


tun, 
The Rubbiſh being removed, the Ouar- 
rier goes to work with his Bit, alias Bo- 
rer, and Hammer, in order to cut a Pal- 
jage in the almoſt 1mpenetrable Rock, 
that he may rend the ſame to Pieces. This 


15a Work of no ſmall Labour, but of 


much Pains and Wearifomneſs. Bis 
Arms had need be ſtrong, to lift and con- 
ſtantly apply the weighty Hammer, that 
his Blows may be of Uſe. I obſerved al- 
ſo, that it cut the more freely when fre- 
_ quently ſupplied with Water, Here, a- 
gain, the Quarrier hath a Semblance to a 
Goſpel-Miniſter ; for as he lays his Borer 
or Cutter upon the Bed of Stone, and 
lifts the weighty Sledge, and frequently 
ſmites, that he may make an Inciſion 
there; ſo a Goſpel-Miniſter endeavours 
to lay God's ſevere Judgments, denounc- 


ed againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and Un- 


DS of Men, upon the ſtony Hearts 
of his Hearers, and lifts. the ponderous 
Hammer 
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1 
Hammer of Gop's Law, and ſmites there- 
with, if poſſible, to make a Paſſage in the 
| ſame: and ſweetly is it done, when the 
| LoRD gr acioutly ſupplies the Water of his 
| Spirit But who zs jufficrent for theſe Things? 
was once the Inquiry of an inſpired Apo- 


ſtle; to which I anſwer, None but thoſe 
| who are made ſtrong by the mighty Gop 
| 4 acob. For however natural Parts, 


human Acquirements, may make a 


Miniſter thine in the Eyes of Men, there is 
not any Thing that will make him ſervice- 


able in the Church of CHRIST, thort of 
. Divine Aid. 


The Paſſage being cut by the Quarrier, 


Materials for the Exploſion are put- in; 
firſt the Powder, and then ſome Earth 
| ſtrongly rammed down upon 1t, and on- 
L 5 a {mall Vacuum & preſerved to put in 
Prime, to convey the Fire to the larger 


Body of Powder, which, being kindled, 
| burſts the Rock in Pieces: S0 Goſpel- 
Miniſters, when, as they apprehend, they 
| have been enabled to open a Paſſage into 
f the 


$ This is done by a Wire made ſomewhat taper, 


f which, by the Quarrier, is rubbed with Greaſe, and. 


put into the Hole upon the firſt Gunpowder, and 
the Dirt is drove down by its Side, ſo that u hen the 
Hole is full the Wire is pulled out. 
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9 
the ſtony Heart, they endeavour to charpe 
it with the Promiies of the Goſpel ; and, 


if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, ram 
them down with the Faithfulneſs of Gop 
to perform them; theſe being touched by 


the Fire of a Redeemer's Love, the Heart 
is rent aſunder, and becomes ſuch a Heart 
as Gop will not contemn; for a broken and 

contrite Heart the LORD will not deſpiſe. 
The Quarrier, upon beholding his de- 


ſired End anſwered, thinks nothing of 
all his Trouble, but views the ſhattered 


Rock with Satisfaction: Even ſo every 


faithful Miniſter of the LoRxD Jesvs, tho 
he hath laboured in Seaſon and out of 


Seaſon ; though in the Courſe of his La- 


bours he hath been made Partaker of 
Shame, Poverty, and Reproach, thinks Þ 
it all a mere Nothing when he can, up- 
on Goſpel Principles, be ſatisfied that Sin- 


ners Hearts are broken under the mighty 


Hand of Gop. 


This Quar rying· Work 18 frequently 
attended with imminent Danger, either 
by their falling from the Cliff, or by hav- 
ing ſome of the Stones fall upon them; 
ſometimes Limbs are broke : Once I re- 
member to have ſeen a Man's Life loſt at 


it: So they that are real Minifters of the 


Goſpel 


ound — pope 8 2 fret eo 


. 1 


1 


| Goſpel run many Hazards, (notwith- 
OR we are called a Chriſtian Coun- 


ry) ſuch as falling from the Affections 


| of worldly Friends, and Acquaintance, or 
| having the People of the World fall upon 
their good Name, and ſo cauſe them to 
become a Bye. Word and Proverb of Re- 


proach. Yea, even now, notwithſtand- 


| ing the Act of Toleration, ſo called, and 

the Lenity of Government, ſome Goſpel- 
| Preachers have been impriſoned ; ſome 
impreſſed into his Majeſty's Service, both 
for Sea and Land; others have been con- 
fined in Goals ; and ſeveral ſo miſerably 
| beaten, that it haſtened their Diſſolution“; 

and who, I doubt not, are now in the 
| Preſence of God, reaping the Reward of 
their Labours. Bleſſed ]esus ! what Sort 

| of Chri/tiaxs are thoſe that treat Thy Meſ- 
ſengers thus? If, in the Courſe of Thy 
Providence, Thou calleſt me to ſuffer, as 
at his Time much threatened by+ wicked 


D : Men, 


+ This was the Caſe with many of the Methodift 
2 ſo called, in many Parts of this King- 
om. 


+ The Author, a little before this Time, had 


purchaſed a Piece of Ground at Bri/to! for the In- 
terment of the Poor, on Purpoſe to eaſe their Ex- 


pences; and for which he was then much threaten- 
ed to be putin the Biſhop' s Court, Ec. 
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Men, O give me ſuffering Grace for 
ſuffering Times! 
Being thus inſtructed by the Quarrier 
and his Work, I removed my Situation 
ſome ſmall Diſtance, to a Bower, the 
Seat of which I cut out of the Side of a 
Hill : Its Covering 1s of Woodbine, Ha- 
ſel, and Thorn; and, though they are 


diſtin&t Shrubs, they all Three united in 
making me adelightful Shade, and ſkreen- 


ed me from the piercing Heat of the Sun. 


This brought to my Remembrance a 


Triune Gor: and how, under his Shade, 
my Soul is ſkreened ſrom the ſcorching 


Temptations of the fiery Serpent. 


To this Place, on Purpoſe for Amuſe— 
ment, have 1 frequently retired; and 


whilſt therein, my Thoughts have travel- | 
led into Wellds unknown ; neither Sea Þ 
nor Land have been ſufficient to bound 
my Thoughts: Diſtant Kingdoms, States, 
and Empires, hath my Imagination run] 


through: And ſuppoſing that the Inha- 
bitants of them were much like ourſelves, 


ſaw that the Whole was a buſy Nothing, 
and worſe than ſo, and that all will foon 


paſs away, and be gone. 
Heile I met with Aid to aſſiſt my roam- 
ing Thoughts, in beholding the many 
ſtatel) 


E 


and from the City of Briſtol; as alſo to 
and from diſtant Parts of the Univerſe: 
- | Toftenadmired theſe floating Habitations; 

and more than once have they been In- 
© Þ firumental in bringing to my Mind that 
* Þ Veſſel which once was a Dwelling- Place 
* for all the Men and Women, Beaſts and 


Birds, and other Creatures, that were in 
mn the World; and how fooliſh the Builder 
of it ſeemed to all around him, during the 
Time of his preparing thereof. I appre- 
hend that he frequently told many of the 
| Lookers-on of what Gop was about to 
do, (fer he is ſaid to have been a Preacher 
/ Righteouſneſs 2 Peter ii. 5.) And J have 
too much Reaſonfto apprehend that his 

Sermons were, by many, treated as Goſ- 
pel-Sermons are, by Multitudes, in this 
Day, idle Tales. I ſuppoſe, that many 
of the then polite Butterfly Perſons in the 
© | World, made the old Dotard, as they 
then thought him, the Subject of their 
Drollery, and frequently cried, Where is 
* Noah's Flood; to provide againſt which, 
he has been fo long preparing the Ark ?” 


Doubt, but many of them, as often they 
beheld it, viewed it only as the Effects 
e of 


am- 
1any 
ately 


| ſtately Ships that paſſed up and down to. 


ind I have not the leaſt Shadow of © 
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of a delirious Brain, and therefore wete 
reſolved not to be warned, but to purſue 
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their accuſtomed Ways of ſenſual Plea- 


ſure and Delight, and perſiſted therein 
until the Flood came and fwept them from the 


Face of the Earth. I canno. help thinking 
how 1t was with theſe poor thoughtlels 


 Mortals in the Day that Noah and his Fa- 
mily entered the Ark, and Gop ſhut them 


in; when the Almighty unſealed all the 
Fountains of the great Deep, and threw 


open the Flood-Gates of Heaven : Surely 
then many a Heart failed, many a Face 
gathered Paleneſs, many a Knee ſmote to- 


gether, and bitter Lamentations were 
heard amongſt them. There can be no 


| Queſtion, but in that Day many viewed 


the ſwimming Tabernacle with a wiſhful 
Heart, and would have been glad of a 
Place therein. O! How did every Hour's 
Rain increaſe their Sorrow, every Degree 
of the Water's Riſe augment their Pain, 
till at length the Floods reached their 


Dwellings! Methinks I ſee them in the 
_ utmoſt Confuſion, running up and down, 


if poſſible, to eſcape its Reach; the Young 
and Strong flying with the utmoſt Switt- 
neſs; the Old and Weak hurrying after as 
faſt as Age and Infirmity would let Wan 
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of each other's Hearts, now became Stran- 
gers one unto another, each purſuing the 
May thought beſt, if poſſible, to prevent 


+ 
each looking out for Places of the greateſt 
Eminence, hoping there to find ſome 
Safety. 5 „ : 

In this dreadſul Flight, doubtleſs, ma- 
ny Perſons forgot their tender Babes 
(though theirInfant-Cries purſued them; ) 


| whilſt others cried and wept over their 
| dear Offspring, and choſe much rather to 
take a watry Grave with them: Children 

full of Strength deſerted their aged Pa- 
rents, thinking it much the wiſeſt Way to 
make what Speed they could to ſave them- 
| felves: Huſbands and Wives, the Darling 


So 


periſhing in the Water, And thus hor- 
rid Confuſion covered the Face of the 


Earth, each Individual ſtriving to fave its 


Life, but all in vain; the Floods over- 
whelming them in their hoped- for Eſcape. 
Some aſcending the higheſt Trees, ſtill 
jaw the Waters purſue them, till, at 
length, to the Top they ventured, when 
the running Streams bowed the Trees to 
the ſwelling Waves; at length, overco- 
vered, they ſunk down and died: Others, 


on the neighbouring higheſt Hills, ſtood 


weeping, expecting ſoon to ſhare in the 
| D 3 Cala- 


[28-1 
Calamity. The Flood marched ſwiftly 
after them : Thus they beheld their Phir- 


ſuer, but could retreat no further, being 


incloſed on every Side by that which was 
ſoon to put a Period to their Days. At 
length their trembling Feet were Nec 
by the Water, then upwards to the Knees, 


never ſtopping till it mingled them with 


their Fellow-mortals : And thus was Gop 
avenged of his Enemies! 

Thus thinking of the Flood, and the 
Ark, that Gop had appointed for the 


Preſervation of Neab and his Family, I 
thought that the Ark bore a ſtrong Re- 


ſemblance to the Church of CHRISTH; as 


there was but one Ark, ſo there can be 


but one true Church; therefore the Spouſe 


in the Canticles ſays thus, My Dove is butOne, 


Cant. vi. 9. But as in the Ark there were 
many Rooms, ſo in the Church of Cuz1sT 
there are many Congregations. I ſuppoſe 


that the Rooms in the Ark were not ex- 
actly alike as to Form; and yet each was 


a Part of the Whole: So there are many 
Congregations that do not exactly tally 


with each other, nor with a National 


ne and yet are, notwithſtand- 
ing, a Part of the One Church. Again, 
the Ark was to be of a certain Length, 
Breadth, 


either for Beauty or Convenience. 
ſo the Church of the Loxp Jesus is not 
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Breadth, and Height; Noah was not to 
exceed the Dimenſions that Gop gave to 
him; neither was he to alter its Form, 


And 


left in a precarious Eſtate, concerning its 
Dimenſions; nor to the Humour of Mor- 
tals, reſpecting its Form or Beauty; but is 
all ſettled agreeable unto the Purpoſe of 


Him, who worketh all Things, according to 


the Counſel of His own Will, And as there 
was but one Window to give Light into 


the Ark, ſo there is but one Medium, by 


which the Church of CurisT receives 
Light; namely, The Spirit of Gop; for 

the Word, Ordinances and Miniſtry, are 
all dark, unleſs illuminated by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And as there was but one Door, 
by which all was to enter into the Ark. 


that did enter; neither is there any more 


than one Way by which we can enter in- 
to the Church of CHRIST; which is Faith, 
even that Faith which is of the Operation 
of the Spirit of Gop. For he that be- 


lie veth not, cannot be properly ſaid to be 
a Member of the Body of CuRIST, which 


is his Church +. The Ark had lower, 
„ Second 

+ The viſible Church of CHRISTH is a Congre- 
gation of Faithful (or Believing) Men, Cc. Arti- 
cle XIX. of the Church of England, 


E 
Second and Third, or upper Stories; ſo 
may the Church of the Redeemer be con- 
ſidered; as for Inſtance, the Believers in a 
promiſed Meſiab in the Antediluvian 
World, as the Lower. The Believers from 
the Flood to CHRIST's Manifeſtation, or 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, as the Second, 
And all Believers, from that Commence- 
ment to the Cloſe of Time, as the Third 
or upper Story; or CHRIST, the Foun- 
dation or lower Story; Prophets and 
Apoſtles the Second; and ordinary Believ- 
ers, in every Age of the World, the Third 
or upper Story: Or the Elect of Gop in 
a ſtate of Nature, ſhadowed out by the 
lower Part of the Ark ; that Story being 
inviſible, as it was under Water. The 
ſame Perſons called by Grace, and there- 
fore raiſed out of their former Obſcurity, 
and become conſpicuous, the ſecond Story. 


The ſame Perſons, ſtill well-nigh ripened 


for Glory, the Third or upper Story: Or, 
laſtly, as St John expreſſeth it, Little 
Children, Young Men, and Fathers, 


The Ark was erected by a Variety of 


Perſons, a great Number being employed 
in one Branch or other belonging there- 
unto; but all of them under the Direction 
and Aſſiſtance of Neah, as he received the 
2 exact 
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exact Pattern from Gop : So the Church 


of CHRIST is raiſed up and built by the 
Aſſiſtance of many Men, under the Di- 


rection and with the Aſſiſtance of JIEsus; 


according unto the Will of his Father; 
for He came not to do his own Mill, but the 
Will of Him that ſent Him. 1 doubt not 
but many that were appointed to aſſiſt in 
the Building received large Wages; and 
probably ſome of them ſneered both at 
their Employer and Employment, not 
caring how little they did for what they 
received ; and what they did do, in the 


Deluge, availed others, and themſelves 


periſhed. And, without mincing the 
Matter, this is the Caſe with ſome ap— 
pointed to ſurvey and build the Church, 
and who are amply rewarded for the 


fame: For do we not read, that at the laſt 
Day, ſome ſhall ſay, Have wwe not propheſicd 


in Thy Name, and in Thy Name caſt out 


Devils; and in Thy Name done many mar- 


velous Works? Unto whom the LokD will 
lay, Depart from Me, Je Worker's of Ini- 
quity. 
be Ark was a conſiderable Space in 
+ Building; and fo is the Church: The firſt 
Foundation Stone was laid in Eternity, 
and it wall not be finiſhed until all the 

D 5 Sons 


„ 


Sons and Daughters of Gop are brought 
Home; then, and not till then, will the 
Lamb's Wife be quite ready *. The Ark, 
you know, floated in the Water for a 
Time, even until Gop had anſwered the 
Pur poſe of His Will; fo the Church of 
CHRIST is toſſed up and down in this 
World, which is often in Scripture com- 
pared to troubled Waters, until Gop ſhall 
have fulfilled all the Counſel of His Will 
concerning her, As a Part of the Ark was 


under the Water in the thick and muddy 


Stream, and Part of it above in the clear 
and open Air, fo the Members of the 


Church are partly carnal and corrupt, 
and partly ſpiritual and pure. And, as 
the ſwelling Waves of the thick and mud- 
dy Liquid often beat upon that Part of 
of the Ark that it could not cover; ſo the 
carnal Mind often beats againſt the ſpiri- 


tual Mind in God's Children, but ſhall 


never be able to overwhelm it. If a Per- 
jon could have been a Spectator, and ſeen 


the Waves, and beheld their yawning 
Mouths, he would have been ready to 
have thought, frequently, that the rolling 
Veſſel would ſoon have been ſwallowed 
up; nevertheleſs we read that Gop pre- 


ſerved 1 it. So the Billows of Ungodlineſe, 


R 8 pe G 
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* The Church triumphant, Rev. xxi. 9. 
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whoſe Mouths are ſeldom long ſhut 
againſt the Heritage of the Loxp; but, 
on the Contrary, foam and roar againſt 
them, as if they would overwhelm and 


drown them : But this cannot be; for the 
Church's Safety, all the Powers of Earth 


and Hell cannot prevent. 
The Ark, you know, after all its Vicif- 


fi tudes, was brought to reſt upon Mount 


Ararat, © the Curſe of Trembling :” 
The Church hath been often made to 


tremble; yea, each Plank of her, for 
fear of the Fury of a fiery Law, which 


curſeth every one that continueth not in 


the Niſcharge of all Things written there- 


in. But a Time will come, when the 


Law ſhall have loſt all its Force as to 
them; yea, it ſhall be a Baſis for them 
to reſt upon: For how true is it, that the 
ſame Law and Juſtice which condemns _ 
the Fearful and Unbelieving, ſupports 


and upholds all true Believers; and that 
it will ſo do through eternal Ages? _ 


Various other Thoughts have occurred 
upon beholding the great Number of 
Ships, and other Craft, which paſs and 


repaſs almoſt every Tide; ſome of which 


Thoughts I here ſend you ; but few, if 
any, of theſe Ships go out without hav- 


"WS 


rr 


the Oce 


1 84 J 
ing every Thing with them they thin 
need ful for their Voyage: Some of them 
are beautifully adorned, no Coſt is ſpar- 
ed for curious Paint to be their Outſide 
Covering; their towering Maſts ſtand 
high; and, when a favourable Gale 
riſes, their Canvaſs Wings are looſed to 
convey them ſafe, with their rich Mer- 


chandizes, to diſtant Shores: But ſome 


of them, before they reach the intended 
Port, meet with ſuch tempeſtuous Seas 


as throw them on ſome dangerous Rock, 
and tear them all in Pieces; and ſome- 
times every Mariner periſheth. At o- 


ther Times the Almighty has command- 
ed a Boat, or Plank, Part of the wreck- 


ed Ship, to do what the Ship no longer 


could, namely, ſave a Mariner's Life. 
Thus, 7hoſe that go down to the Sea in Ships, 


fee the Wonders of the Lok in the great 
Deep, Pfal. cvii. 23, 24. Others get 


Jafe to the Haven were they would be. 


When 1 have ſeen theſe Veſlels in their 
Return, how unlike to the ſame when 


fitted out; then every Part looked gay 
and ſprightly, now meager and decaying ; 


folating War betwixt them and 
nevertheleſs, at their Return 
are 


been a 


yea, a do them looked as if there had 
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are much richer, and there is much more 


Joy than at firſt ſetting out. Thoſe Veſ- 


ſels, I thought, bore a great Likeneſs | to 
Perſons ſetting out for Heaven, in the vi- 
fible Church of Gop, hardly one but 


what thinks he has Materials enough to 
carry him ſafe to Glory: And ſome lift 
up their Heads vaſtly high, and looſen 


every Sail to haſten them forward; but 
many are caſt upon either the Rock of 


Pride or Preſumption, and daſhed in 
Pieces; and here and there one gets ſafe 
to Heaven: For narrow is the Way that 
leadeth unto Life, and few there are that 
find it. And even thoſe, in general, are 
much like the Ship returning from its 
Voyage, having gone through many a 
Storm in Life, and therefore much Wea- 
ther- beaten; nevertheleſs, much richer 
than when they firſt ſet Sail for Glory. I 
have had the bleſſed Opportunity of ſee- 
ing ſome of thoſe juſt entering in to the 
: eternal Port of F Mickey: O how rich have 
their Freight been! The whole Bark has 
had little leſs than tbe Mind that was in 
CuRISTH Jesus. I have, as it were, ſmelled 


their ſpicy Lading, whilſt they have been 
breathing out their Souls to Gop. I have 
wan a Time been ready to wiſh that 

Gor 
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Gon would permit me to paſs the Gulph 
with them ; and, I ſuppoſe, that had it 
been beſt for me, I ſhould have fo done. 
O what Joy! when ſuch a Spirit enters on 
its eternal Reſt, both by the Angel-Bands, 
its Guardians, and by itſelf; being for 
ever delivered from all its Evils, and in- 
dulged with the Favour of baſking i in the 
Beams of eternal Love. 


The Buſineſs of the Day forbids me, at 


this Time, to add any more; but I pro- 
miſe ſoon to reſume the Subject. 


Adieu. 
| 0$9305905000000500540+ 
LETTER Y, 


My dear Aa | 


1 Find, by Experience, that a Change of 
Employment to me 1s often a ſufficient 
Relaxation. Man, in his moſt heavenly 
State, was never intended to be idle; ſo! 
read, Gen. 11. 15. That Time hangs moſt 
heavy upon me, in which I have little or 
nothing to do: I have been endeavouring 
to diſpenſe the Goſpel of a crucified 
Jxsus 
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Jesus to a few immortal Spirits; the Iſſue 


of it I leave with Gop. That Work be- 


ing at an End for this Day, with Delight 
I take my Pen in Hand to proſecute and 
carry on what in my laſt I promiſed. My 
Meditation was led from the Ship to the 
* Ship's Owner, and ſuch as work her. If 

we enter the Merchant's Accompting- 


Houſe, and view his Oeconomy, how 


regular are all his Affairs? (he rightly 


judging, that without it, the Conſequence 


mult be fatal ;) Every Clerk has his pro- 
per Employment, and every Book its pro- 
per Reference: Follow the Mercantile 
Man to the Exchange; how earneſt are all 


his Inquiries! Which is the beſt Market, 


| and what Commodity will anſwer beſt 
at that Market! And, when known by 


him, with what Alacrity does he more 
than catch the Opportunity to embrace 
and improve it! How doth he herein 
ſhame moſt Profeſſors, great Part of 


whom never inſpect their Accounts with 


Gop at all; and many others do it in fo 


ſuperficial a Manner, as never rightly to 


know how it ſtands with them, though 
itt is an Affair of eternal Importance; but 
few are careful to know where 1s the beſt 
Miniſtry, the moſt precious nn 
8 Or 
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for their Souls; and of thoſe who have 


ſought them out, how few are there that 


even endeavour to make the beſt Advan- 
tage of them, though to be had w1thout 
Money, and without Price? Iſai. lv. 1. Well 


might our LoRD ſay, that he Children of 
his World are wiſer in their Generation than 


the Children of Light. 


If we inquire after the ſkilful Marri- 


ner, we ſhall find him to be a Man of 
little Fear, whilſt he paſſeth over the wa- 
try Deep. The Sun, the Moon, the 


Stars, become, in a great Meaſure, his 


Directors; ; yea, many a Land which, It 
caſt thereon, would deſtroy him, is in a 


Meaſure helpful to point out his Courſe, 


together with the Compaſs he is enabled 


to ſteer to a Kingdom; yea, to a particu- 
lar Port, though never there before. This 
Man reſembles the moſt experienced Tra- 
veller to Zion, for as he paſſeth over the 


Deep of this World, but few Fears attend 
his Swelling Waves, ruſhing Winds, 


as well as ſtark Calms, and gentle lead- 


ing Breezes, are what he has often expe- 
rienced in the former Courſe of his Paſ- 


ſage. The Sun, Moon, and Stars, the 
greater or leſſer Lights of Gop's Counte- 


nance; yea, the Trials and Temptations 


that 


” WES " 8 * * > ä * a 8 a " FEE * a * © * 5 * FR PET WILT OT I * cee VP * 9 Wm he : as. . . 7 7 
3 8 3 EX: — RE 8 N . e ö „F ˙ ²˙ A II ED OF BEG SC 9 TFF n : 3 "4 R 9 > — * * . ö ds 7 0 „ 77 x "vr > Fr Ws i 1 9 1 Wo SAS MOR GIRLY vn 12 wie # 2 
* . pry n IY\ SR ft Sud le 907 ont CANE SS EST rb » 3 5 Ne IA HE TS aa * 85 NA e - — * 1 — 1 = : - . 8 


bk. 4 


% 


39 J 


that he meets with from the World, the 


Fleſh, and the Devil, are ſo many Helps 


to him to ſteer his Courſe by, together 
with his Bible, which is both his Chart 


and Compaſs: He is at laſt brought to a 


Land, yea, a Port, that he never ſaw be- 
fore, to Heaven itſelf, the New TJerufalem, 


the City of the Great King, the Place 


were Gop in all his Glory dwells. As to 
the inferior Seaman, his Employment in 
Life expoſeth him unto many Hardſhips, 
occaſioned in Part by the falling Rain, 
the ſtony Hail, the fleecy Snow ; as alſo 


the impetuous Winds, and troubled Ocean. 
doubt not but he is frequently like a 


Man at his Wits End, while Storms and 
Tempeſts roll around him; but when he 


ſets his Foot upon the calm Shore, all is 

forgotten by him; and of all human Crea- 
tures that ever I ſaw, none ſeem ſo irra- 
tional whilſt in this Situation; and, by- 
| and-by, he returns to his Employment 


again, and ſo ſpendeth all his Days. This 
Man is much like thePerſon who ſpends 
his Time in Sinning and Repenting, 


and Sinning again; practiſing either 
d be wont Swearing, Sabbath-break- 


ing, Uncleanneſs, Sc. while Convictions, 
like Storms and Tempeſts, roll around 


him; 
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to exert his utmoſt Skill to prevent ſtrik- 


1 
him; and if a violent Diſeaſe lay hold of 
him, and death ſtares him in the Face, 


he is horribly afraid and terrified; but if | 


Go ſuſpends them for a Time, all is for- 
gotten by him, he returns to his former 
Practices, as the Dog to his Vomit; and, 
in this Manner ends his Days, and goes 
down to the Grave in Sorrow, and to be 
591 oh 1 
But to return to the former Subject: 
Several Times when I have been in my 
before-named Bower, I remember to 


have ſeen ſome of the Effects of the Wind 


and Tide oppoſing each other; at ſome 
of which Times ſeveral ſmall Veſſels have 


been turning againſt the former: I have 


looked with much Pleaſure upon the In- 


duſtry and Care of thoſe that worked 


them ; at that Time every Hand on 
board appeared to have his Station, either 
to let go or brace each Sail, as Need re- 
quired, O how did the Man at the Helm 
look out with the keeneſt Eye, leſt he 
ſhould run his Bark on Shore ; and, by 
that Means, loſe his Tide, if not over- 
ſet her! and in ſome Tides, when there 
have been many Veſſels, as is frequently 
the Caſe, how did each Helms-Man ſeem 
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ing, to each other's Damage. A noble 
Spirit I once was a Witneſs to; the Man 
at an Helm choſe rather to hazard ſome 
ſmall Damage to himſelf, by running his 
Veſſel plump aſhore, (it is true, it was up- 
on a flowing Tide) than to run foul of, 


and hurt one much weaker than his own; 
but if, after all poſſible Care, one Veſſel 


has ſtruck another, what Diſcontent have 
the Crew of each ſhewed. What a Leſ- 
ſon is here for Chriſtians to learn, who 


are all ſteering the ſame Courſe, bound 


to the ſame Port, and oftentimes equal- 


ly oppoſed by contrary Winds of Tempta- 


tions. Surely each Member, in every 
different Congregation, ought to be em- 
ployed to catch every Help that Gop af- 
fords to carry on the Whole: And Mini- 


ſters, eſpecially, who are by Providence 


placed at the Helm, ought to have their 
Eye ſingle, and to keep a good Look out 
upon their own Actions, leſt, through 
any Miſconduct of theirs, their People's 


ſpiritual Paſſage, or their whole Congre- 
gation be overſet. How careful ought 


ſuch to be, leſt one Congregation become 


a Hurt unto the other. O that they 


would but learn rather to ſuffer ſome 
ſmall Damage themſelves, than in any 


Meaſure, 
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Meaſure to hurt their weak Brethren. 


But if, after all, it ſhould ſo happen, 1 


think that it ought to be Matter of Sor- 


row; and not, as is too often rhe Calc, 
to the great Scandal of ſuch be it ſpoken, 


a Caule of Joy. 


Though our River 1s not very broad, 


yet, ſometimes, it is very tempeſt uous; 
at which Seaſons the very ſmall Boats, 
though without a Tongue, have been 
my Inſtructors; for, notwithſtanding 


the Waves at ſuch Times lift up their 


Heads, one quickly after another, as if 
determined to ſtop their Paſſage, it hath 


been in vain; for, by the Strength of the 


Watermen, (who conſtantly plied their 


Oars) and the Skill of him that ſteered, 
each have forced their Way, and arrived 
at the intended Place. May not each 


ſmall Boat, in ſome Meaſure, be com- 


pared to a ſingle Chriſtian; and the ſwell- 
ing Waves that meet her, one cloſe upon 
the other, to the conſtant Trials his Soul 


is exerciſed with? And Faith and Hope, 
to the Watermen; for, by theſe Graces, it 


1s, through the Power and Strength of 
of Him that Pilot's 1rael, the Chriſtian 


is enabled to go through the moſt oppoſing 


Trials 
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Trials he meets with in his Way to the 
Kingdom of Felicity. 

At other Times, the River 1s calm and 
ſerene; and every Veſſel, ſmall and great, 


ſweetly glide along. At theſe Seaſons the 
Fiſhermen come down with their Nets and 


ſweep the River. With much Pleaſure I 
have beheld them let down their Nets, 


with a Deſign and Deſire to entangle the 


Inhabitants of the Water. I have like- 
wiſe marked theirCare in drawing in their 


Nets, and obſerved their watchful Eyes, 


looking to ſee what they have dragged to 


their Boat; and how careful they have 


been 1n preſerving the Fiſh; and equal- 


ching to throw away that which was no- 
t 


ing worth. I have likewiſe remarked, 


chit one Fiſherman has followed cloſe af- 
ter another, and ſwept the ſame Place, 


and each have caught ſome Fiſh; nay, it 
hath ſometimes ſo happened, that he who 
followed caught the moſt, Goſpel-Mini- 
ſters are ſaid to be Fiſhers of Men, and 
in their Labours, there is ſome Correſ- 
pondence with the Fiſhermen mentioned: 
The Miniſters of Jesus, many of them, 
are paſſing up and down this Kingdom, 


eſpecially; and, with much Pain and 
Trouble, 
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Trouble, let down the Net of the Goſpel, 
with an earneſt Deſire to entangle the 


Inhabitants of the Earth. How do they 


watch, as with an hundred Eyes, to ſee 
who appears to be laid hold of under 
their Sermons? And with what Aſſiduity 
do they ſtrive to ſeparate between the Pre- 
cious and the Vile? well-knowing that 
the latter are an Incumbrance; and, in 


ſome Meaſure, an Hinderance to the for- 


mer. And, frequently, as the Fiſhermen 
who came Jaſt have caught the moſt Fiſh, 


ſo it is often the Caſe in the Work of the 


Miniſtry, for the Lonp will ſend by whor! 


e will, and it is daring Impiety to find | 


Fault with his Conduct: 
Other Obſervations have I made upon 
the River itſelf : It is exceeding crooked, 


and very dirty ; 1ts ebbing and flowing, 


at its Spring or Neip Tides, is ſwifter or 
flower ; ſometimes it is very rough, and, 
at other Times, it wears a ſmoother Face; 


always inconſtant, and never at one Stay. | 
An exact Likeneſs of the preſent World; 
its Ways being crooked and filthy ; and 


ſometimes the rapid Stream of Corrup- 
tion drives furiouſly on ; at other Times 


more {low, but always changing; ; for not 


the World only will paſs away, but even 
the 


I 
te very Faſhion of it doth every Day 
vary. How unfit then for an immortal 
| Spirit's Reſt? Deluded Creatures! ſure they 
are, who make it their only Happineſs; and 
many there be who do ſo. I think it a 
great Bleſſing in . that the 


| Tides are fo ordered, as that it is High- 


Water twice in little more than twenty- 
four Hours; inaſmuch, that it not only 
gives thoſe, who travel by them, frequent 
Opportunity of doing Buſineſs ; but alſo, 


Its ſo doing ſtocks our Markets, and 


| ſpreads our Tables with many Things 
that are both pleaſing and profitable to 
Nature; as its Flux and Reflux are fo 
g conſtant, Perſons, who are not ready by 
one Tide, often are abundantly ſo by the 
next. The Veſſel that cannot reach our 
Quay by one High- Water, perhaps by the 
next, or before, can ſo do, with a valu- 
able Cargo of a periſhing Nature. On the 


: Contrary, if High-Water was but once 


a Year, or Month, what a Stagnation to 
Trade; what a Hurry and Confuſion 1t 


| muſt make; and oftentimes what Scar- 


city and Want would it occaſion in many 


Places ? Likewiſe what a Number of the 


; F many Multitude, that inhabit the vaſt 
Deep, which now are wonderfully ſervice- 
able, 


„ 
able, would be rendered nothing worth. Þþ 
O Lord! haſt Thou thus provided for the 
common Affairs of Life, and the conſtant 
temporal Wants of Mortals; and art 
thou leſs careful for their Spiritual and 
Eternal Concerns? By no Means: For 
thy Word, thy bleſſed Word, the Word of 
Life, which 1s able to ſave the: Soul, 
through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is preached in many Places oftener than 
Twice in twenty- four Hours; ſo that Per- 
ſons who are prevented, even by lawful 
Things, at one Hour, may be diſengaged 
at the next Opportunity; by which Means 
that Petition may be anſwered, Give 
us, Day by Day, our daily Bread.” 
During my Stay in the friendly Arbour, 
I thought upon ſome Excurſions which I 
had formerly made down the River, in- 
to an Arm of the Sea, generally called 
 Kingsroad; though in old Sea- Charts, called 
the Severn-Sea ; the Severn emptying her- 
ſelf therein. The different Things that! 
have ſeen there, have been of Uſe to me: 


Sometimes it ſeemed as if Gop had cloſed | ( 


His Hand, and bound the Winds up in His 

Fiſt; ſo that the whole Breadth, about ſe- 
ven Miles, appeared as ſmooth as a well- Þ 
rolled Bowling- green; not a Dimple in its 
e by Counte- Þ 
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Countenance; many Veſſels at a Time 
have I ſeen there riding at Anchor, and 
frequently been on board ſeveral of them, 
as well Ships of War as Merchant- men; 
| moſt of which, eſpecially Ships of War, 
| ſeemed to be a floating Hell, if we can 1 
form an Idea of the Wickedneſs and Blaſ- 1 


| phemy that there is in the Shades of 1 
Darkneſs. In each of thoſe Ships, both 1 
Officers and Men, curſing and ſwearing 1 
ke ſo many Fiends, carefully trained up [ 


by that compleat Maſter of all Iniquity, | 
Satan. I then wondered that the Loxp bl 
did not open the Mouth of the great Deep: 
and ſwallow them up. At other Times p 
I have been there when the Almighty 
- | ſeemed to throw abroad his Fingers, and F: 
1 looſe the Winds out of his Fiſt, ſo that Kit 
. Þ the Waters held in the Hollow of his 10 
4 Hand were troubled. Then did one Wave wal 
d lift itfelf up againſt another; and, with yl 
an impetuous Surge, did they frequent- 
IJ hy meet and daſh each other in Pieces, as 
: if their Rage knew no Bounds, though 
d Soy hath ſet a Boundary thereunto. For 
1s to the Sea He hath ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
>- g0, and no farth:r, and here ſhall thy proud 
1- Þ Faves be flayed. At one of theſe boiſterous 
its Times, whilſt at an Anchor in a large 
e- bo E Veſſel, 


„ 
Veſſel, called a Trow, half-decked, I ſaw 
Part of the Top-Sail of another that was 
overſet as ſhe was driving down, and ſome, 
or all of her Men rowing in a ſmall Boat 
to reach the Shore. A Sloop I likewiſe 
ſaw, at the ſame Time, that ſeemingly 
weathered 1t well ; but as ſhe was turning 
into the River Avon, to go up to Briſtol, 


down ſhe ſunk to the Bottom. When the 


Tide came, we weighed Anchor, looſed 
our Sails, and proceeded on our Paſlage ; 
we had not ſailed far, before the Loxn 
ſeemed angry with us; and, I believe, that 
one and all on board (upwards of forty 
Perſons) thought we ſhould have had a 
a watery Grave; the Heavens gathered 
Blackneſs, the driving Hail purſued us, 
and Gop brought the Winds out of his 
Treaſures much ſtronger than before. 


Every Man belonging to the Veſſel had | 
his Station; one of them was drunk, 
through the Liberality of the Paſſengers, 


and his own Covetouſneſs of Liquor, 


which had well-nigh coſt us our Lives; 
for, when bid, let go a Brace in his Hand, 
he hawled it much the cloſer ; this filled“ 
her Main fail the fuller, and gave her Þ 
ſuch a Heel as well-nigh to overſet her; Þ 
the Bulge - Water overfiowed her Ciel- Þ 
fs | ing; 
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ing ; the Paſſengers in general ſuppoſing 
it to have been the Sea pouring in, were 4 
ſorely terrified. The Cries and Lamen- 1 
tations that pierced my Ears, I cannot N 
no deſcribe; and whilſt any Appear- k 
ance of Danger laſted, they did what 
ſome People call (though ſalſly) pray 4 
heartily unto Gop; but, when the Danger i 
was at an End, they appeared totally ; 


| forgetful of their Deliverer, and their De- | 
; | liverance; and cloſed their Paſſage, many | 
> | of them, with the Day, in Singing idle 
t | Songs. At another Time, croſſing at a 
y þ noted Paſſage, called Au/?, at the Mouth 
a | of the Severn, we had ſo briſk a Gale, 
d that it broke the Maſt, (as thick as a mid- 
dling Man's Body) and carried the ſame, 
with Sails and Tackle, over-board: I 
then thought that 1 ſhould ſleep in the 
noiſy Billows, and never alive reach the 


friendly Shore. I could, in Peace, com- 4 | 
mit my Spirit into His Hand who had 1 
redeemed it. The Wickedneſs of the 4 
Boatmen, at that Time, was very great; 11 
and, when 1 ſpoke mildly to them con- $i 
cerning the ſame, they ſwore ſo much the _ | 
more: I then deſiſted, and left them to Ll 
er; their own Maſter; and, in about two Fil 
„ = up Hours, il 
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| Hours, the LoR D brought us fafe to 


Land. 


in the Courſe of our Navigation; but, alas! 


What would this World have been with- 
Out it? How contracted would each Iſland 


have been? Without it, how little would 


it have known of the great and mighty 


Works of Gop? And, above all, How 


dark muſt a great Part of the Globe have 


remained, even unto the laſt Period of 
Time, if the Loxp had never taught Men 
to go down to the Sea in Ships? The Goſpel 


of a bleſſed Jesvs could never have been 


conveyed, as it now 1s, to the remoteſt 
Parts of the Earth : For, though an An- 
gel from Heaven had been ſent to have 


told what was done at Jeruſalem, reſpect- 


ing the Birth, Life, Sufferings, Death, 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of the Holy 


Jesvs, we could not have had that Evi- 
dence of the Fact that we now have. For 


Satan ſometimes transtorms himſelf into 
the Likeneſs of an Angel of Light; con- 
ſequently, there would have been fome 
Room for Suſpicion : Beſides, none ſo 
fit to convey the bleſſed Intelligence, as 


thoſe who were intereſted in the ſame, 
Men, 


—— 


It is true, that many Diſaſters happened 5 
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Men, for whom He lived and died; and 
ſuch are his Witnelles, who not only con- 
verſed with Him before, but in His Suffer- 
ings; were Evidences of His Paſſion, eat 
and drank with Him after He roſe from 
the Dead, and ſaw Him taken up into 
Heaven. By the Inſtrumentality then of 
' Ships, have theſe gracious Benefits been j 
: ſpread far and wide. | 
Reflecting upon theſe T hings, I was 0 
led to praiſe Go Þ both for the Sea and 1 
Shipping, as they collectively are the In- | 
ſtruments of many Bleſſings: By them | 
| 


the Wants of many of our Fellow-Crea- 

tures are continually ſupplied, and an In- 
timacy opened betwixt Fellow-Mortals 
that never otherwiſe could have been; and 
" | eachi Land made to poſſeſs the moſt valu- 
* | able Produce of the Whole. When J have 
read the Hiſtory of our Kingdom, and 


the pagan Darkneſs it was once in, and 
T | ruminated upon the many Evils; T me 
” | poral and Spiritual, that attended it; 
could not, but with Emotion of "3g 
0 think how dreadful would my Lot have 
® | been, was it not for Navigation. How 
3 dark and:confuſed muſt my Ideas have 
© | been of a God; what ſavage Brutality: 


ſhould I not only have allowed myſelf in, 
= but 


—— 


11 


but alſo thought, that in ſo doing, I was 
pleaſing the Almighty Spirit; yea, what 
Acts of Cruelty ſhould I have perpetrat- 


ed, with the Idea of its being acceptable 
to the Supreme Being? But theſe dark 
and diabolical Conceptions are ſcattered 
by the Rays of the Goſpel. Bleſſed Gop! 


Bleſſed Providence! After it had made an 


immenſe Ocean, which ſeparated many 
Parts of the dry Land, it taught Men to 
make floating Vehicles, and in them to 


ſteer to this Iſland, one after another; 


and at length, in one of them, to convey 


the happy Tidings of redeeming Grace. 


With Pleaſure I think upon the Bark that 
plowed the Ocean with it, and the Zeal 
for Gop, and Love to Souls, of him who 
firſt engaged in bringing hither that pre- 
cious Treaſure. What different Work- 


ings of Soul he probably had, before he 


delivered the heavenly Embaſſy; ſome- 
times hoping, ſometimes fearing, when 


on his Voyage in rough. tempeſtuous Þ 


Weather, if ſuch he met with; who 


knows which was moſt prevalent, his 


Faith or Fear, when he firſt landed? 


Who can poſſibly deſcribe his Emotion 


of Soul about his Succeſs, eſpecially when 
he ſurveyed his fierce-looking almoſt hu- 
. man 
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man Fiends congregated together ? And. 


the Heart-felt Joy which warmed his be- 


nevolent Soul, when he ſaw the glad 
Tidings embr aced by them? O how does 
his active Zeal and Affection fill me with 
Bluſhing, on account of my Indifference 
in ſo good and ſo glorious a Work. I 


am fully ſatisfied, that even-in this Day, 
though we are called Chriſtians, the far 
greateſt Part of us are but baptized Hea- 
thens: And yet how ſmall and poor my 
Labours towards ſpreading. the Excellen- 


cy of my Lord! O what is preaching. 
five Times every Sabbath, and five Times 


more 1n the Week beſides * ? LorD Jesvus, 
give me ſuch a Love unto- Thee, that I 
may ſpend and be ſpent for Thee; let wy 
fewDays be all employed in endeavour; Ing 


through Thy Grace, as an Inſtrument 1 in 


Thy Hand, to-convince and convert ma- 


ny: of my F ellow- Sinners. In the Courſe 


of:this Letter. I have, as you will recol- 


E 4 | Jed. 


Elf any Perſon is deſirous to know what is my 
Gain for ſo doing? J anſwer, From an ill- natured 
World, Shame and Contempt: From them that 
hear me, Thanks and Bleſſing: From my own 
Heart, Approbation of diſcharging my Duty: Fron 


God, Strength for the Work, and that Satisfaction 


WIR Oy Minds are totally unacquainted withs 


J 
he 
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let, mentioned the horible Impiety that 
I have heard on board Ships of War, and 
that I was amazed that the LokD did not 


deſtroy the Perpetrators of the ſame ; but 
my Wonder hath fince ceaſed: Iam ful- | 


ly ſatisfied that Gop Almighty uſeth theſe 
unhappy Men to bring about his own 
Purpoſes; not only to pull down one 
from a Throne, and fet up another, For 


by Him Kings reign ; but alſo to be a De- ; 


tence to his Church and People; for 7he 
Earth oftentimes is conſtrained 7o help 7he 
Woman. But, Lord, how miſerable is 
the State of theſe unhappy Men? How 
many of them, in an-unthinking Mo- 


ment, are hurried into a boundleſs Eter- 


nity, perhaps by a Ball from a Cannon, 
whoſe Voice differs not much from Thun- 
der, or from a Muſket-Shot, equally de- 
ſtructive, though delivered in a ſome- 
what ſofter Sound; or, it may be, a keen 
Hanger draws every drop of Blood, and 
leaves the Seaman weltering in his Gore, 
and ſends his Soul to the righteous Bar of 
Gop to receive her Doom. O Lox, 
when ſhall their Impiety be leſſened, who 
thus jeopard their Lives? When will the 
Time come, that the Nations ſhall learn 
War no more? O Gop, haſten that Days 

een 
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when Judab ſhall no more vex Ephraim, nor 


Ephraim Judah ; when the Kingdoms of this 
World, ſhall be the Kingdoms of our G © p, 
and of His CHRIST. 


1 remember to have been ſeveral Times 


in K:ngsroad, on board Ships, when wait- 
ing for a fair Wind; and how-eager have 
been the Deſires of the Mariners tor the 


fame; With after Wiſh has dropped from 


their: Mouths for it in Abundance ; but I 
do not: remember: ever to have heard, 
from. any of them, one Deſire after Hea- 


ven. I was once there during the laſt 
War, at which Time a Man of War lay: 


there to convoy the Ships ready for ſail- 


ing. The Wind ſhifted, and became fair 
to put to Sea; and ſhe gave Signal for 
the ſame: How did the Crews of the dif- 
ferent Merchant - Ships (ſuppoſing the 


others to be like-minded to the Crew of 
the Ship that I was then on board of) re- 


joice? What Induſtry did they diſcover in 
looſening their Sails, and in weighing 
their Anchors, that they might have the 
Benefit of her Protection? It was a 
' Pleaſure then to the whole Ship's 
Company that their Navigator was on 
| board. A ſmall Thing or two want- 
| Ing, to make the Voyage more agreeable, 


E 5 were 


| 
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„ 
were not waited for; leſt, by ſo doing, 
they ſhould fall into an Enemy's Hand, 


Upon this I thought, Loxo, if theſe Men 
are ſo deſirous to ſee the Port that they are 


bound to, which, when reached, makes 
them no more happy than before ; how 
ougght I to long and pant for the Haven of 


eternal Reſt and Felicity ? Eſpecially as 


it is my Home, the Place where my Fa- 


ther dwells, and where JIEsus, my elder 
Brother, who hath purchaſed me with 
His Blood, reigns before his Ancients 


 eloriouſly ; and in whoſe Preſence there 


js Fulneſs of Joy; Sorrow being no more; 
Sickneſs and Pain being at an End; Tears 
being all wiped away; and Sin, the 
Source of all Affliction, being for ever, 
O bleſſed News! at an End. If the Crew 


of each Ship is induſtrious to heave up its Þ 
Anchor, and looſen its Sails, when the 


Wind ſerves, and proceed forward with 
their Convoy ; if it is a Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction to have their Navigator 


on board at ſuch a Time; if they 


will not ſuffer ſmall Things to detain 
them, leſt they fall a Prey to their Ene- 


mies; how induſtrious ſhould every Con- 
gregation of Gop's People be to looſen 
tiom the World, and the Things of 


Senſe, 
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Senſe, as they have always the enlivening, 
Breezes of God's Spirit, though not at 


all Times in equal Strength, to help them 
forward? How ought they to looſen their 
Sails of Prayer, to catch every Breath of 


Gov to haſten them on in their Paſſage, 
under their Convoy the Loxp Jesvs? For 
It is He that /eadeth Joſeph, Pſalm Ixxx. 


23; mr only He 1s the Shepherd of Iſtael. I 


am ſure it is Matter of great Thankful- 
neſs, and it ought to be a Work of Praiſe, 


| that they have an experienced Spiritual 


Miniſter to ſteer their Courſe: Under 
ſuch Helps, they are likely not only to 


| eſcape the Hand of the common Enemy, 
but alſo to avoid the Rocks and Sands of 
ſpiritual Pride and Deſpair, that are in 
their Way. 


I ſhall cloſe this Letter with the . 


following Reflections: The Veſſel that 
Was overſet, and whoſe Men, either in 
Whole or Part, I ſaw rowing for Life in 
| the Boat, carried a very high Maſt and 
| large Sails, though her Hull was very 
| ſhallow; which, very probably, was the 
Cauſe of her being the ſooner overſet. So 


ſome profeſling Churches lift themſelves 
up on high, and ſpread themſelves abroad, 
as if no Gale would hurt them; but have 


War 
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„ 
fatally proved, that the firſt ſevere 
Guſt of Perſecution hath quite overturn- 
ed them: Nevertheleſs, ſuch of their 
Members as are truly gracious, and have 
been enabled to row and toil, when 
eſcaped to a leſſer and more obſcure 
Church, are ſure to get ſafe to the heaven- 
ly Shore. 

Again, ſome Churches there have been 
who have ſtood the Storm much longer, 
and ſeemed to bear the boiſterous Seaſon 
well; nevertheleſs, at length have proved 
to be rotten in the Bottom, and ſunk like 
Lead in the Sea. 

As to the real Churches of the Serien 
they ſhare in the Storms of Perſecution 
nd wp and generally more, than for- 
mal ones; yet they weather the Storm: 
But in theſe there are ſome Perſons of ve- 
ry little Faith; ſome without any Faith 
at all: And ſuch Perſons, in Times of 
Trouble, appear to be moſt affected ; and 
when the Logp gives a gracious Calm, 
are ſooneſt to forget former Tr oubles 
and Difficulties 

Laſtly, Every true Church of theLamb 
will find, that, though much of Her out- 
ward Help be taken away, ſhe will not, 


{hall not, be wrecked, Beat up and down 
in 
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in Diſtreſs, ſhe may, in the ſwelling 
Waves of the Ocean, and by them be 


lifted up at one Time, and at another 
Seaſon be, as it were, let fall very low, 


they ſinking under her: Hard Gales of 
corrupt Doctrines and terrible Surges of 


Hereſies may drive againſt her Sides, as 
if they would ſtart every Plank in her ; ; 
but all in vain, for the Loxp keepeth her 
Night and Day, teſt any do her real Hurt; 


and will at laſt bring her in to her celeſ- 


tial Harbour. 


Lokp, 


2 
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LETTER: VL 
| My dear Brother, 


OW vain a Creature is Man! If 
he is pleaſed with his own Perform- 


| ance, he generally ſuppoſeth that others 
are the ſame: Something of this Vanity 
1 find cleaves to me at this Moment, I 
found a ſecret Pleaſure, from Time to 
Time, f in what I have conveyed to you 


upon 


- Once more, my dear Friend, in the: 


+ 210; þ 
upon different Subjects that have ariſen. 
in my Mind concerning the Things that 
ſurround my little Hermitage, and that 1 
have been converſant with during my laſt 
three Years Reſidence here. A Hermi- 
tage I may call it, from the Lonelineſs of 
its Situation; for there is but one Houſe 
in view, and that more than a Mile diſ- 
tant; and that our neareſt Neighbour, 
except one, at a Turnpike, and but little 
ſhort in diſtance; unleſs I take into the 
Account of Neighbour hood two poor 
Fellow - creatures faſt aſleep in Death's 
Arms, extended in open Air, bound faſt. 
with Iron Chains upon a Gibbet, for a 
Robbery and Murder: Theſe hang 
nodding near my Houſe ; and many a 
dark Night have I paid them a Viſit un- 
knowing, till I have heard their Vulca- 
nian Suit of Clothes creek over my Head, 
occaſioned by the Wind's ſwinging them 
to and fro. Their rapacious Hands now 
are quiet: And as from them I could re- 
ceive no Damage; ſo on their Account I 
never was afraid, however dark. For he 
who died but a Moment ſince, 1s as dead 
as Adam the firſt; and his Spirit hath 
equally taken Leave of our Region. 

In 


of any Thing that this World can afford; 
E os . 


1 


In this Letter I ſhall entertain you with 


what, as near as poſſible, I can recollect 


that I obſerved in leaving my friendly 
Bower above- mentioned, andthe Thoughts 


that occurred concerning it. As I was 
departing, my Eye was ſtruck with the 
Sight of a large Number of Ants at my 


Feet: Looking at them, I ſaw one very 


buſy with a deceaſed Friend, with which 


it had loaded itſelf, and, with Speed, was 
travelling on in her Journey. Several of 
the ſame Species ſtrove to take away her 


Charge, and ſometimes the Conteſt was 


very great. I thought it worth Obſerva- 


tion, to ſee what would be done with the 
Deceaſed ; I believe I was more than half 
an Hour waiting upon them ; at laſt the 
Ant, which firſt had the Deceaſed, car- 


ried the Corps off. I traced them to the 
Threſhold of their Houſe, where the Liv- 


ing with the Dead entered, there to inter 


the laſt Remains of the breathleſs Inſect; 


probably the other Ants contended only 
to do the ſame kind Office. I thought 
their Conduct was enough to ſhame ma- 


ny who call themſelves Chriſtian Miniſ- 
ters: For, though they know no Want 


| 
[ 
| 
} 
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but, on the contrary, live in daily Aﬀu-- 


ence ; yet will not they abate the ſmalleſt 
Matter of what they call their Dues for 
the Interment of a poor Perſon, —For I 


muſt beg Leave to inform you, that it is- 


too true, that ſeveral poor People have 


been drove to the greateſt Diſtreſs; yea, 


even to pawn or ſell their Clothes, in cold 
Weather, to pay the cruel Tribute. How 
ſhall I relate it ? How ſhall I diſcover the 
| Nakedneſs of theſe Men, I dare not ſay 
Brethren : For I cannot call any. Man a 
Brother, although he were in Epiſcopal 
Orders, who hath ſo callous a Heart. With- 
in the Circle of my Knowledge, a poor 


Widow who, with her lately made Fa- 


therleſs Children, were deſtitute of Bread, 
have been drove to the above Extremity. 
1 remember once to have ſeen a poor Wo- 
man, whole Clothes upon her Back did 


not look to be worth One Shilling, earneſt- 


ly begging of a Pluraliſt Rector, who 
was alſo: Chancellor of a Dioceſe, and 
. whoſe Income was ſeveral Hundred Pounds 


a Year, to forgive her his Fee for the In- 


terment of her then dead-Child ; but his 
tender Heart could not admit her preſ- 
ling Importunity to find a Place, but diſ- 


miſſed 
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miſſed her with the Appearance of Indig- 
nation. Surely Men of this Conduct 
ought to go to the Ant for Inſtruction, | 
notwithſtanding they pretend to be the | 
Teachers of Mankind. If the following | 
Words of the Prophet are applicable to j 
any, moſt certainly they are to ſuch; | 
| 


They are greedy Dogs which can never have 
' enough; they look to their own Ways, every 
| one for his Gain from his Quarter, They 
| feed ibemſelves, and not the Flock. Micah: ; 
| Surely theſe Prieſts in Zion, not of Zion; 
are a Scandal to the ſacred Office; a Stum- _ 
bling-block to Deiſts, and other Unbe- 
lievers ; a dead Weight in the Church of 
Gop; a Grief to the Godly ; and are 
juſtly the Scoff and Ridicule of Under- 
| ſtanding-Men: Yea, fo low are they 
| ſunk in the Eſteem of their own People, 
of the middling and loweſt Claſs, that \ 
they have no Regard for them. It can be i 
no Breach of Charity to ſay, that the on- I 
lyThing that theſe Men have in View, in 
taking the Overſight of a Flock, 1s filthy 
Lucre. May the Lorp change their 
Minds, and cauſe them to remember the 
ſtrict Account that they ,muſt give at the 
Day of Judgment, when the Lonxp Jesvs. 
will ſummon them to His Bar. I am ve- 
rily 


| 


1 m4 ] 
rily aſſured, that the principal Cauſe of 
much of the Irreligion which is amongſt 
us at this Day, is owing to the ſpiritual 

Blindneſs, Ignorance, Covetouſneſs, Im- 
morality, and Viciouſneſs of many in the ; 

Miniſtry. „„ 
_ Having left the generous Ant, as I was 
paſſing on Homeward, I once more caſt 
my Eyes up to the Rocks, where I beheld 
a Flock of Goats feeding, and beneath a 
Flock of Sheep doing the ſame. I imme- | 
diately thought, by the Names of theſe | 
Animals, one Day will the Lord JESsus | 
call all Mankind. I ſhall therefore, in, a 


few Words, conſider the Suitableneſs- of 


the Appellations, I ſhall begin with the 
Goats. 1 „„ 1 
In the firſt Place, Goats are very ſtub- 
born Creatures, and ſo are the Wicked; 
for they will, if poſſible, have their own 
Ways, though the Judgments of Gop 
ſtand at the Door. Goats are very ſtink- 
ing Creatures; ſo are the Ungodly; for 
both they and their Doings are a Stink in 
the Noſtrils of Gop, and all good Men. 
Goats appear to have a fixed Diſlike to 
the herding with Sheep: It is exactly the 
fame with incorrigible Sinners. Goats 
frequently differ amongſt themſelves, 
1 fight 


1 


f ht with, wound, and maim each 
: | tle; and ſo do the Men of this World: 
For who are thoſe amongſt the Children 
of Men who delight in Garments rolled 
in Blood, in Death, and Slaughter? Not 

them who have put on the LoxD Jesus 

» CuR1sT, but the Prophane, the Ungod- 

| Iy. Goats will feed upon almoſt any 

Thing; yea, upon Briars and Thorns, 

| while they tread better Paſture under 

: Foot; and ſo Men of corrupt Hearts will 
do; even Arianiſin and Socinianiſin, or 

f Salvation by their own Doings, will pals 

for Goſpel with them, whillt they tread. 
the true Goſpel under Foot. Again, 

: Goats are many of them very miſchiev- 
| ous; ſo are many of the Unconverted, as 

completely fo, as if they had been train- 

ed up in Hell. Laſtly, Coma, from what 

1 ſee, chooſe to make dangerous Places 

; their Dwelling, from which I have known 

ſome of them to fall and be daſhed in 
Pieces. It is the ſame with the Wicked; 
for nothing can be more dangerous than 
| allowedly to live in Sin and Folly: And 
this many do, till they fall down at laſt, 
and are daſhed in Pieces for ever. 
My Obſervations on the Sheep are as 
| follow : They are meek and gentle ; ſo 


3 

are the Children of Gop; having learnt 
of JIxsus CuRIST their Maſter, who hath 
taught them fo to be, that they might 
find Reft to their Souls. Sheep, though 
quiet in themſelves, are often diſturbed : 
Almoſt every little Dog ſeems to take 
Pleaſure in barking at them. And fo, 
notwithſtanding Chriſtians are of a meek 
and quiet Spirit, they are frequently mo- 


Teſted: Almoſt every Dog of Hell appears | 


to take Pleaſure in worrying them. Shee 
can and do dittinguiſh between good and 
bad Paſture; and fo can the People of 


Gop between true and falſe Doctrine: And 


as Sheep will not feed upon Briars and 
Thorns, however green they may appear, 
fo Chriſtians will not receive falſe Doc- 


trine, with whatever human Authority 


it be clothed. Sheep improve every Place 


where they are kept and folded; ſo do the 


Children of Go p wherever they reſide 
and worſhip, either by Example, Pray- 


ers, Advice, &c. Sheep are not all exter- 
nally alike; neither are Chriſtians, as to 


Forms and Modes of Worſhip. Sheep are 
a valuable Treaſure to their Owners ; fo 


God accounts Chriſtians ;. for He bath ä 


purchaſed them with a. far greater Price 
than Silver or Gold, even with the preci- 
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ous Blood of Jesus CHRIST ; and, in the 
deciſive Day, they ſhall be his; at which 
Time the Goats ſhall go into everlaſting 
Perdition. n 


The Day being well-nigh at an End, 
and the Curtain of the Evening begin- 
ning to drop, I thought upon the long 
Night of Death that is invading almoſt 
all Fleſh, and the Conſequences that will 
attend it. And, good Gop! what a Scene 
opened to my View! Death tremendous! 
What all muſt ſubmit unto, except thoſe 
that ſhall be upon the Earth when the 
| LoxD will appear in the Clouds, encir- 
cled with a Rainbow, and they ſhall be 
| changed in a Moment, in the twinkling of an 
Eye: And how few think any Thing con- 
cerning it, till it treads upon their Heels? 
And even of them that do think, how 
few are there that think as they ought ? 
Surely the Hour of Diſſolution is a ſolemn 
| Seaſon, that cannot be exactly deſcribed by 
any of the Living : And many are over- 
taken by it in a Moment, without the 
leaſt Warning; ſome at a Tavern, or an 
Alehouſe, overwhelmed with their Cups; 
others at an Academy of Hell, a Playhouſe; 
and many in Chambering and Wanton- 
| neſs, revelling in their Den 
| NT. Like- 
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Likewiſe, by Water, frequently an un- | 


expected Squall of Wind, in an Inſtant, 


lays many in a Liquid Grave; whilſt Þ 
Others, by a longer or ſhorter IIlneſs, F 
are confined to a Bed of Languiſhing ; Þ 
and then ſtep into Eternity. Many Times 


have I viſited Perſons upon a dying Bed, 


and in different States of Soul; ſome be- 
having as ſeeing Him that is inviſible, Þ 


and longing to be diſſolved, and to be at 
Reſt ; others crying for Mercy, and, I 
hope, from a Senſe of the Need of it; 


others, again, crying for Fear of Hell. 
Some ſeemed ſtupid ; and one to be en- 
tirely left of Gop. Not that I will dare 
to take upon me to determine concerning 
his final Eſtate: 1 only mention what | 
paſſed between him, another, and myſelf. Þ 
One of us aſked him how he found him- Þ 

ſelf? His Anſwer was, That he ſhould 


die: One of us then aſked him, how he 


_ thoughtit would be with him after Death? 


His Anſwer was, That he ſhould be 
damned. He was then aſked, If he did 


ever pray? He ſaid, No; for, ſaid he, 


there was a Time when Gop would have 


heard; but he laughs at my Calamity, and 


mocks at my Fears. He was then aſked, 


It we ſhould pray with him; he anſwer- f | 


ed, 
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8 a Yes, if you pleaſe. And when Prayer 
was over, he was again afked, If he had 
any Deſire to be ſaved? The Anſwer, 
No, no more than a Horſe, or an Ox. 
| In a few Days after he died; and I never 
heard of any Alteration in him before his 
Departure. If any one is deſirous of 


knowing his general Character, it was as 
follows: He was a Man that lived, 1 be- 
| lieve, to near the Age of Forty, in all 
Manner of Wickedneſs; he then ſeemed 
to take a religious Turn, and conſtantly 
attended the Preaching of the Word of 


| Gor by the _ who, by Way of 


Reprodeh, are called Methodi/is : He be- 
came a cloſe Companion of their Preach- 
ers, almoſt wherever they went, round 
Briſtol. Exactly how long this laſted, 1 
forget; but, I believe, not leſs than two 
or three Years ; - and then returned to his 
former Practices; and, if poſſible, be- 
came more wicked than before. And as 
this Caſe is ſingularly gloomy, ſo have I 


met with one as ſingularly pleaſing, in a 


| * Was executed at Briſtol, ” 24, 1752, 


. 
; 
8 
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| Man who, as himſelf confeſſed, fell a 
| zuſt Victim to the Laws of his Country: 
This Perſon's Name was Nicolas Mooney; 


for 


5 ; 
for a Street-Robbery. According to an 
Account, written by himſelf, and printed 
before his Death, he had been one of the 
molt infamous Perſons that ever exiſted. 


He had been in the Rebel Army: He had 


coined Money: He had committed many i 
Robberies on the Highway: He commit- Þ 


ted Whoredom with aWoman under Sen- | 


tence of Death in Newgate, whilſt him- Þ 


ſelf was under the ſame Judgment. And, 
during that a poor condemned Criminal, 


like themſelves, lay dead by their Sides. 
And whilſt ES for the Fact for 


which he ſuffered, till within about three ö 
Weeks of his Death, had been plotting, | 
and contriving, and making, and vend- 


ing, all the Lies that he could, to get Þ 
clear; but, from the Time that the Lokp 


overtook him, he gave ſtrong, clear, and 
undeniable Proofs of a ſound Converſion. 


When he was Iaſt arraigned, he ſurpriz- 5 
1 the whole Court. He pleaded Guilty. Þ 

Being aſked by the Judge (Sir Michael 
Poſter ) why he did ſo, — by him 1 in- | 


formed that he might put himſelf upon Þ 
his Trial, and that Something might Þ 
turn out in his Favour. He anſwered, I Þ 
hope that 1 am a Chriſtian : I am Guilt, + 
and cannot tell a Lie to ſafe my Life. Þ 


And, 


E 1 1 


And, as J am a living Witneſs to the laſt 


Moment of his earthly Exiſtence, he ap- 
peared to be full of Faith in Jesvs ; full 


| of Love to Gop the Father; full of Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Choſt. 
The following I copy from a Letter 

wrote byhim after he hadreceivedSentence: 


On Friday Se enight I am to meet the 


« Fate my Crimes have ſſtiy deſerved. 
el deſerve not only Death, but Hell. To 
ee the Former, Man hath doomed me: 
from the Latter, Cuxis r will ſave me: 

| « Of this I have ſuch a firm Hope in my- 
| * ſelf; (O the Riches of the Mercy of 


10 Gopi in CHRIST Jesvs!) that my Priſen 


4 is a Palace; my Chains are as Ornaments ; 
& andIamquite happy.” From theſe, and 


ſimilar Inſtances, let us learn ſomething 
of the Juſtice and Mercy of Gop : Such 


| Inſtances are not common. And there. 
zs ſomething in dying very affecting, when 
| Nature is about to be wrecked, in Spite 


of all that Friends, Relations, or Phyſi- 
clans, can do. I have ere now ſeen a 


1 tender Wife ſtand weeping over her dy- 
ing Huſband. O what Sorrow ran thro' 


her Soul! What Agony and Pain did her 


outward Geſture diſcover that ſhe inward- 


* felt? Nevertheleſs, being more than 
| N willing 
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willing to be his Companion as long as 


Life would laſt, and to adminiſter all the 
Help ſhe could, ſhe would often ſtreteh 


out her ready Hand, and wipe the cold 
Death-Sweats from his Face; and like- 


wiſe ſupply his al moſt- cloſed Mouth with 


ſome Moiſture. Whilſt their dear Child- 
ren, for whom, when in Health, he la- 
boured early and late, wet and dry, and 
never thought it hard, ſtood weeping 
round his Bed alſo; and crying to the fol- 


lowing Purpoſe: © Will cruel Death take | 


„ him from us? Will he ſpare him no 


«longer? O muſt we part? Forbid it, 


<« Loxp! ſtop the relentleſs Tyrant's 
„Hand! O thou King of Terrors! 


Thou unrelenting Conqueror! —— 


«« My Father, O my dear Father!” The 
12 Tongue had failed him, that he 
could not ſpeak ; nevertheleſs, being ſen- 
fible, could not but bear a Part in their 
Grief, thus weeping and lamenting ; and, 
beholding eack other, at length his Eye- 
Strings burſt, his Jaw dropt, his Spirit 
quivered upon his pale Lips; and, like a 
dying Taper, departed the Huſband and 


the Father. But to die would be but 


trifling, was it not for Judgment, that 


will certainly follow: For, as it is appointed 


unto 
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unto Men once to die; ſo, after Death, comes< 
the Judgment; the Prof pect of which Day 
does now, in ſome Meaſure, fill my Mind. 


How will the Thunder. then roar, and 


the Lightening: flaſh, from one End of 


| Heaven unto the other? whilſt the Sun, 


that bright Lummary of the World, ſhall 
be darkened, and the Moon turned into 
Blood, and the twinkling Stars fall from 
the Skies, like Leaves in Autumn. At 
which Time a commiſſioned Angel ſhall: 


ſtand forth, with one Foot upon the. 


Earth and the other upon the Sea; and 
ſwear by Him that liveth for ever, that 
Time is no more. Then will the Angels 
fold back the hanging Skies, as a Curtain, 
to diſcloſe. the tremendous Judge; , whilit. 
the Elements, more fierce than Gunpow- 
der touched by Fire, ſhall melt with 
fervent Heat; ſo that the Earth ſhall be 


! burnt up, with all Things that therein is. 
| Hark! hark! liſten to the Crack of Worlds, 
and the Cries of Millions of People. See, 

| fee! how. the rolling Streams of melted: 
| Sulphur, more deſtructive than Water, 


even confuming Fire, runs, and meets, 
at every Quarter, to-tulfi] theWill of Gop 3 ; 


| al all his Work is done. 
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Things being thus prepared, behold 
the Judge cometh, and, with ſuch Pomp 
and Majeſty, as no Tongue can fully tell! 
But this we are aſſured of, He will come 
with all the Glory of His Father; and, to 
attend Him, Thouſands of Angels. O! 
how unhke His %% Appearance: Then 
He was poor ; a Companion for Beaſts ; 
deſpiſed and rejected of Men: But now, 
He 1s more than a Companion for An- 
gels; for He gives Law even to Cheru- 
bims and Seraphims; and it is their Hea- 
ven to obey Him. 5 
| | Being thus ſeated, and commiſſioned 
to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, the 
1 Angels ſound their Trumpets, (at once a 
1 _ Ditplay of His Glory, and an Awaken- 
ing of the fleeping Dead). The Voice of 
them will run through the World, and 
command the ſlumbering Duſt of every 
| departed human Creature to ariſe, and 
come to Judgment. What Multitudes 
| obey the Summons! even more than the 
- Stars of Heaven in Number, or Sands 
upon the Sea-ſhore : Graves, however 
vaulted, cannot keep back their Depoſits; 
I] Beaſts, with whom Mortals have been 
mingled, by their feeding on them, can 
7 . no 
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no longer detain their Prey; the Sea, and 


Fiſhes, which, for Generations almott- 


_ unnumbered, have been the Repoſitory of 
many Human Bodies, are not permitted 


any longer to confine them ; Martyrs, 


| who have been conſumed by Fire, &c, 
and whole Aſhes have, in Scorn, been 
ſcattered in the Air, once more have eve- 


ry Atom of them collected, and their Bo- 
dies rebuilt by the Great Architect of 
Univerſal Nature. 


Methinks I ſee the ſwelled Yards, the 


common Burying-Places, ſwelled by the 
Number of Perſons that have been there 


interred, almoſt loſt ; almoſt every Par- 


ticle of them leaps into Life, and becomes 


a Part of an human Body! But with what 


; Difference will the Dead come forth, O 
amazing Thought! Some, we are told, 


{hall ariſe to everlaſting Joy and Bliſs 3 


and ſome to endleſs Sorrow, Shame, and 
Confufien of Face. We are told, that ze 


Dead in Cur1sT ſhall riſe frſt. With 


what Delight will each of theſe leave their 


Tomb, however fine and flately? Me- 


thinks I now ſee and hear them bidding 
the Graves farewel for ever, and with Joy 


haſtening to their LoRD. O what a hearty 
Welcome do they meet with from Him 
F 3 that 
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that loved them, and redeemed them unto Gon 
_ by His Blood, out of every Kindred, Tongue, 
| and Nation under Heaven] Methinks I fee 
Him at the Head of this bleſſed Army, 
preſenting them unto His Father, with a 
Lo, here I am, and the Children which Thou 
_ haſt given me. At which, O how will the 
aſtoniſhed Angels gaze, whilſt, at Jesvs's 
Command, they prepare for them in 
Heaven, that 'each- may take his proper 
Manſion, eternally deſigned him; which, 
when done, all will find Employment 
there; the golden Harps, which long laß 
dormant upon Account of their Abſence, Þþ 
thall now be employed by them. How | 
ſweetly then will they touch every String? | 
And the Chorus of all will be Thantſgiv- 
ing unto Him who is worthy to receive Hon- 
our, and Power, and Glory, for ever and 
ever: For He hath redeemed us unto GoD by 
His Blood. Methinks I likewiſe fee them 
following the Lamb in their rich attire, 
their heavenly Veſtments hanging down 
to their Feet, whilſt each of their Heads 
is adorned with a Crown, not of ſhining 
Stones, (at beſt but a Part of the Bowels 
of the Earth) but with the Victories of 
the Lamb. Thus ſituated and arrayed, 
I behold them entire Strangers to Sorrow 
and Pain, it all being done away. Their 
= 25 once 
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once dewy Cheeks, and watery Eyes, (on 
Account of their many private, as well 

as public Faults ; likewiſe on Account of 
thr little Love to their bleſſed ems) | 
are no longer ſo, all Tears being wiped o 
and they drink freely and plentifully of the 


River of Pleaſure, which flows from Gor's 


Right Hand; the Streams of which make 
glad the City of Gon. O more than hap- 


y, happy State! If you and I, my dear 
riend and Brother, are but permitted to 
ſhare 1 in the ſame, how ſhall we then re- 
joice in a Triune Gop, in His Purpoſes 


of Grace; in His Plan of Salvation; in 
His Diſtribution of Favour unto us; in 


His continuing to us the ſame; in a Word, 


in His bringing of us to Glory. It will 


not grieve us then, that in this Life, the 
Men of this World, the Men that knew 


not our Saviour, looked upon us with In- 


difference, or that they treated us with 


Contempt. We ſhall ſee, clearer than 
| ever we have yet ſeen, the Enmity of the 
| human Heart in its fallen Eſtate, and be 


amazed that it purſued no farther after 
us; ſeeing that we deſerted its Connec- 
tions, and, through Grace, were reſolved - 
to be no more Aſſociates with them, who. 
are ruled and governed. by it. May the 
dear LokD IJxsus help each of us to * 
that 


# 4a8 1. 
that bliſsful Port, the Haven of eternal 
= {NR 

O that here I was conſtrained to ſtop, 
there being no different Subject for my 
Meditation. But it is not fo: I read in 


the Volume of Truth, that when the 
Saints are entered into the oy of their LoRD, 


that the Judge has other Work to do. 


Methinks I ſee the Court ſet, and the Gop 


of Heaven's juſt Record produced; where- 


in is the Account of every idle Word, and 


every ſecret Thought, as well as private 
Action, of the unrenewed Soul. Me- 
thinks I hear ſuch a one called to the Bar! 
With what Reluctance doth he come 
forth! How does every Part of him trem- 


ble! What horrid Thrills run through 


his Soul! How glad would his Spirit have 


been, if his Duſt might have had an eter- 


nal Sleep 1 in its quiet Grave; or, being 
re- united, could together reel back into 
Death's ſtrong Priton: But, ſeeing that 
1s denied him, and he muſt appear, how 
glad if not before Him, whom, by his 
Sins, he pierced afreſh a thouſand Times, 
without the leaſt Remorſe or Golſpel- 
Sorrow for it. Rather, doubtleſs, would 
he view the higheſt Angel in Glory ſitting 


as his Judge, than JEsus, whoſe Blood | 


*. e anger Foot, and to- whoſe 
pPpirit 
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Spirit of Grace he, when living, did de- 
| ſpite, Methinks I hear him charged with 
| all his Ungodlineſs; and ſee him ſpeech- 
| leſs ſtand, without one vain Excuſe: Ful- 
ly ſatisfied now that Thouſands of them 
| — ten Thouſand Times made, will 
not one Jot avail: Whilſt Goſpel Miniſ- 
ters, Go 0's Providence, and his own 
Conſcience, give in ſtrong, clear, and 
| undeniable Evidence againſt him; and he 
is ordered to ſtand on the Left Hand, to 
ö be condemned with his Fellow- Rebels; 
in the Number of which, we are told, 
will be ſome who will recount their Wor ks, 
Works, doubtleſs, by which themſelves and 
| others thought them Saints of the great- 
eſt Magnitude. Lox, (a Confeſſion of 
| his Power and Authority,) we have pro- 
| phefied in Thy Name; preached Thee to 
| wicked and ungodly World: And in 
| Thy Name caſt out Devils ; been ſucceſsful 
in mY Work of the Miniſtry, even to the 
turning Sinners from Darkneſs to Light, 
| from the Power of Satan unto GOD: And 
in Thy Name done many marvellous Works ; 
© ſo that Multitudes have been aſtoniſhed, 
{ whilſt they beheld what a Reformation 
| we wrought; and yet will not be owned 
| by Him. What then will become of the 
Proud, the Covetous, the Idle, the Curſ- 


ing 
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| ing and Swearing, the Dr unken, the De- 


bauched, the Gambling, the perjured 


Men in the Miniſtry? and of the Men 
who are Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers 
of Gor? And ſuch in great Nunivers 

there are: I ſay, What will become of 

_ theſe falſe Prophets? Why, with the Beaſt 

they will be ca/? into the Lake that burneth 


with Fire and Brimſtone. For upon all the 
Ungodly, however in this World dignifi— 
ed or diſtinguiſhed by Office, the Judge 
will pronounce the terrible Sentence, a 
Sentence indeed that cannot be reverſed, 
Depart ye Curſed, Curſed with an ever- 


laſting Cure, from Me, and the Compa- 
ny of Saints and Angels, into everlaſting 


Fire; where the Worm dieth not, and where 


the Fire is not quenched, But where the 
Breath of the Lox p, as a Stream of Brim- 
one, fhall feed the never-dying Flame, and 
_ the Smoke of your Torment ſhall aſcend up 
for ever; prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels, to be their Companion in outer Dark- 
neſs, with whom in Rebellion thou haſt 
joined againſt Me, thy only rightful So- 
vereign. Into what a wretched diſmal. 
State, and that for ever, are theſe Wretches 


| 2 head-long plunged! It grieves my Soul 
 Cailytoſee ſo many poor Creatures acting 
E a ate Hell; rnd, 
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whatis worſe, will not believe that theyare 


ſo acting; yea, many of them are ſo infa- 
tuyated, that, like Swine, they are ready to 


turn upon thoſe, and rend them, who, in 


the moſt tender and friendly Manner, en- 


deavour to ſhew them their fearful State, 
and point out to them the Way to eſcape. 


{ Gop hath lately aroſe, and not only ſhocks 
| terribly the Earth, but hath ſwallowed up 


ſome Part of it *; and in many Places, if not 


| univerſally, made the Waters tremble. 


Mydear Brother, ſeeing thatGop's Judg- 


ments are abroad in the World, let us en- 
deavour to exhort as many of the Inhabi- 


tants of it as Gop ſhall caſt in our Way, 70 


| Jearn Righteouſneſs; and if they will not hear, 


we ſhall, in that Reſpect, have the Satisfac- 
tion that we have ſo far done our Duty in 


the Office that Gop, by His Providence, hath 
put us in. And now, my dear Friend, fare- 


wel; and may the Go p of Peace dwell in 
your Heart here, and give you to dwell 
with Him hereafter. Amen and Amen. 


BY 


L ln the Caſe of the City of Liſbon; and, at which 
Time, as it was afterward found, the Waters, almoſt 
the Globe through, were in Emotion. The cryſtal- 
line Waters of the Hot- Wells at Briſtol were thick- 
ened, and became muddy at the ſame Time. 
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* Nature's Volume may we learn 
To ſpeak JEHOVAAu's Praiſe; 


Not for created Things alone, 
But een for His Grace, 


The various Things His Hands have made, 
In loudeſt Accents tell ; 
Of His redeeming Grace and Love, 
Which fave loft Souls from Hell. 


Had fallen Man but Ears to hear, 
There's Nought that Him ſurrounds, 

But would Him lecture plain and clear 
On Jtsv's Blood and Wounds, 
Curſt was the Earth, and all it bore, 
When there firſt enter'd Sin: 

'CuR15T bath deſtroy'd both Sin and Curſe, 
And Righteouſneſs 68 in. 


Whate'er was up AL 58 8 more regain'd 
By Jesv's Blood and Death, 

For each redeemed Son of Man 

That does or ſhall draw Breath, 


To Farurs, SpiriT, and the Wokn, 
The bleſt Almighty Three, 


Who made, redeem'd, and ſaves the Church, 
Eternal Praiſes be. 


THE END, 


